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» tribulation. ö x 
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come the yvorld, 
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bed livered Get theetoGodswoorde, 
oy ers = : heare his ho- ſ 
ly Goſpel! preached , and thereby receiue 
inſtruction: peruſe and ponder, examine 
and conſider , meditate and "XETrc 


ſcifcin the good bookes of Gods fairbfal | 
Grants, ah al ra reach thes wiſe 


Tg edn — 2 
kind of croſſe or calamitie, to irect them 
to the path of patience, and to ſhew them 
by a preſident, vnto hom they muſt run 
_ in the time of their vificarion; 
. too y bane theyr 
ſelues whol- 


— 
to entry phrtic ar member of Chri 

Myſticall bodie, and they onelie haue 
the grace to vc this and th "Hike at con- 
uenient ſeaſons. Moteouer, the mant- 


folde exof this 


Thine to doe thee 
good, Abraham 


me TP" 8 
eee, n 


r 


2 
$ 
# 
75 
15 
5 
2 


21 N 
A g+ 


8 


ar 10t ,, . ollie Nideriond Nom 

arif - nd i0 notalol uo 

Dis by 20771 briz owl aal on 10 28 
Abo tial! 0 


od Wehen 1930 
Mer tongd 


INE d QI © 5x 


2 TR bo 8 
Cres \ 


Fo his belsbeg — x. fe 
en 3 Lorde. 


m yet by penne can] expreſſe, — 
Ale Ae it vs ſurh that it Vaugiy- 
freth, and ouercommet h a{lrememby ance c 
ſolicnade,which rhe fleſhe vſerh to take fir 
feeding and defence ef herſelfe , For memnery 
rea/me and nation God wil ftirre vp ſome ane 
or other to miniſter thoſe thinges that apper- 

taine to this wretched life , and if men "wel 
craſſe to doe their office, yet will hee ſende his 
rauen: ſo that in ewery:place , perchance'/ 
may finde ſome fethers to wy body. Butulgs 
— I ſral finde children to be begotten vn- 
to Gad by the morde of ir, that can { not pe- 


fſently canſider. And therfore the ſpituai life 


uc har ſomtime ofefſed Chriſ ( god 
— NET to my gy et deare then all 
the glory richer and homour inthe earth. And 


* Ku e 


"An bis. 


wore dolorous, then I truſt the corpor 


Halbe, when euer it ſhal come at God bis ap- 


cauſe of 1 truſt that one cauſe 
425 beene in fon ſee with my corporall 


| hat in the day of reſt and peace, bare a faire 
Face. pads fhing is no matter by God his 


grace I may come to batrel,befors al the con- 
fut be ended. And haſte the time O Lord at 
ty good pleaſure that once againe my tongue 
"may praiſe thy holy name before the congre- 
1 axes ts the very hour 

\ of dearh. 
haus writtẽ a PR treatiſe touclung the 


plagues that aſſuredly ſhall apprehende ob. 
* ſtinate [dolaters and thoſe alſo that NO: 


bung with them, deny Chriſt, in obeyi 
dalatrie, which wouids you ſb — 


- ligently.[fit come not to you from the South, 

ſbal prouude that it ſhal come to you byſome 
| | other meanes. Tonching your contininaltrou- 
| ble giuen onto / ou by God, for better purpoſe 


x they 2 pie. I haue hegume 
L 


1 againey. it to mee : 
al death | 


pointment. Some wil arke then why did 1 flie? 
— Any [ ans 
fret the feare of death was not the chic. 


. e1es,that al bad not a true heart vnto Chriſt, 
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. | fore the holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in him, ſne· 
{| weth vnto vs what be the complaintes o 


ſe ot FURY N. IO GOD, 


#* 


I e to e the ſame. 


of the horrible feare which before he ſafe 


TING \the fart Palme; 
dne 

| dar Gabe — 
and brakhof body( which now tt very weaks, 
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The Argument. 


T appeareth that Dauid after his office 
fel into ſome. great & dangerous ſick- 
nes, in the which he was ſore tormented, 
_ ſo much by corporalinfirmities,as by 

ſteining & drinking ſome large portion 
of the cup of God his wrath : and albeit 


that _ Was 1 (as Tea) from the 


fered inthe time of his ſicknes. And ther- 


Gad bis elect vnder ſuch croſſe howe di- 
uerſly they are tormented,how that they 


A2 but 


1 


SEE. 4-92 ONS 
but to be abic&ftom him: and yet vhat 
are the ſignes char theyare Gods elect. 


And ſo doeth the holy Ghoſt to teach vs 
to ſeeke helpe of God, euen when hee is 


puniſhing, and appeareth to bee angrie 
witch vs. 


The Gerh Plalme, | 


- 7 O Lorde rebube mee not in tht an 
I ger or chaſtice ect hot dife- 
1 ts K 


1 Avid fore troubled both 
in body and ſpirite,lamen- 
aby praieth vnto God! 
which that you may more 


1 vnderſtande „I will 
ge M ertempe to expres in moe 
| — woordes. Dauid ſpeaketh 
vnto God, as hee would er a man: 
4 in tkis manner. 
7 * 22 OLorde, 1 bott is the be and 
— . firengeh of ehy diſpleaſure, 1 haue experience 
howe intollerable is the heauineſſe of rhine 
hande, which I moſt wretched 


man haue pro- 


uoked againſt my ſelſe, by my horrible ſinnes. 
Thou 
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| ther lefte without comforte, but by on 


che ub Pſalms, 
Thou vhippeſt me and ſeourgeſt mee bitterhys 
yea, thou ſo vexeſt mee, that vnleſſe thou wich- 
urawe thin hande, and temit thy diſpleaſure, 
ther reſteth nothing vnta mee, but vtretiꝶ 40 
bee conſaunded. I beſeache then O Lotdes file probe 
rage not, neither bee commioued, againſt mee 54 
aboue meaſure, remit and tale away thy ha 111; confeſriong 
nie diſpleaſure, which by mine iuiquitie al 
haue provoked againſt my ſelfe. H 
This appeareth to haue derne the des- 
9 Duni in his firſt woordes, whetebphe 
declareth him ſelſe to haue felt the greeuous 
wrath of God before that hee burſt foorth 2d 
theſe wordes... In which firſt is to bee notedq 
that che Prophet doeth all rrous 
bles , that hee ſultcined as well in body as in 
ſpitite, to bee ſent ab God, and not ta happeui 
into him by chaunce : fot heerein peculiar- 
ly differ the ſonnes of God, fr6 the reprobate, 
tat the ſonnes of God knowe both proſperi 
tic and aduei ſitie, to bee the giftes of GOD) 
anely, as Iob doeth witueſſe. Aud therfors? 
in praſperitie commonly they are not inſolen 
nor proude, but euen in the day of ioy and reſt: 
they looke for trouble and ſarrowe. Neither 


| yer io the time of aducrfitie, are they altoge · 


| 5 


ig A 3 meanes 


4. 1 Wifdom,inproſperiticare ſo puft vp; chat they 


tions that were offered by him,whs God hach 


With the laſt letter, that I wrote vntoyourbro- 


Av kak v pon 


-meane or other God ſheweth vio them thay 
the trouble ſhal aue ende. Where con- 
crarywiſe the reprobate n all thinges of 


chance, or elt making an idol of their owne 


2 God, without any care that trouble 
ſnhoulde followet And in aduetſitie they are 
23 EY looks DOTY . 
Hell. | 
Here muſt 1 put you remindefeatey be 
 loued)howe 3 and I haue talled toge- 
ther of theſe preſent dayes, till neither of vs 
both coulde refraine teares, when no ſuch ap- 
patance there was ſcene by. man. How often 
haue I ſaide vnto you, that I loobed dayly or 
trouble, and that l wDdred at it, that ſo long 
Idid eſcape itꝰ What mboued me to teſuſe, 
aud that wit diſpleaſure of al men euemvf 
choſe chat beſſ laued mee, thuſe high promo · 


take ſrõ vs for our offẽcesꝰAſſuredly the fore- 
ſight of troubles to come. How oft haue Iſaid 
vnto you that the time woulde not bee long, 
that England wouldegiue mee bread I Aduiſe 


cher in lawe, & conſider, what is therein cone: 


— 


While 


may 
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in that great reſt, and( as we cal it) vhẽ the go- 


ſhalbe known that there is a God, who taketh 


is or cau be in him towardes his children, And 


the ſerth Pſalme. 
While I had this trouble, you had the grea 
ſent (I doubt not) to vs both of Gad;thak 


ſpel criumphed, we ſhould not bee ſo careleſſe 
and ſo inſolent, as others were. Whoalbeie 
they profeſſed Chriſte in mouth, yet ſought 
they nothing but the worlde with hand, with 
foore, with counſel and wiſedome. And albe - 
it at this preſent out comſort appeateth not, 
yet before all theplagues be powred foorth, it 


care fot his owne. Secondatily is to be noted, 
that the nature and ingenie of the very ſonnes | 5 2 D 
of God in the time of their eee 2 
pute vnto God ſom other affection, then there 


ſometime to complaine vpon God, as that he 
did thoſe thiogs that in very deede hee cannot 
doe, to his ele, Dauid & lob often complaine 

that God hathleft them, was become their e- 
nimie, regarded not their praiers, & tooke no 
beede to deliuer them. Aud yet vnpoſsible it 
is, that God either ſhal leaue his choſen, or 
that hee ſhal deſpiſe the humble petitions of 
ſuche, as doe call ypon his ſupport. But ſuche 
complaints are the voices of the fleſh, wher- 


with God isnot offended, to the forſaking & 
A4 rcietion 
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n 


mong other innumerable inſirmities & ſinnes. 
And therefore (dearely beloued) diſpaite yau 
not, albeit the fleſhe ſometime burſt out 


An erpoſũ ai ver 
reiection of his elect, burpardoneth them a- 


into heauie complaints „ 2s it were accuſing 
God: you are not more perfect then was Das 
uid and lob. And you cannot bee ſo perfect 
25 Chtiſt himſelſo was, who vppon the croſſe 


ken me? Confider,deare mother, how lanicn- 
table und hottible were theſe wordes, to the 


onely ſonne of God. And Dauid in the 88. Pial. 


., (which for better vnderſtanding, I deſite you 
rende )coplainerh vpon God, that night & day 
he had cried, and that yet he was not deliuered 
Zut(ſaich he) my ſoule is repleniſhed with do- 


vnto thoſe that are gone downe into the pit, 
of whom thou haſt no more minde, like vnto 


thoſe that ate cut of by thy hande:\Thouhait 


put mee in a deepe dungeon, al thy wrath lieth 


vpon mee: Why leaueſt thou me, Lorde? why 


hydeſt thou thy face from me?chou haſt remo - 
ued al my freendes from mee, thou haſt made 
mee odious vntoo them, And thus hes en. 


deth his Pſalme and complainte without 


mention of any com drt at al receiued. And 
| + 


cried : My God my God why haſt thou forſa - 


lour, I am as a man without ftrength,Lamlike 


erregend 


| cuca the like complaintes, ſometime ſuying. 


bis ſoule deſired the very deftrudtion;:/! 


loved, vnderſtanding 
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the focth pſame. 
job in dinets plates of his booke'makerk 


that God was his enimie, and had ſer him as it 
were a marke to ſhoote at, and therefore.chax 


Theſe things I tecite vnto you, nee 


troubles hecretoſfore: and knowing that Sa- 
than wil not ceaſe nowe to perſwade. toyour 
tender conſcience, that none of God his elect 


preſidentes and many other places, which.now! 
to collect Lhaue no opportunitie, it plaiaelys 
doch appeate that God his choſen veſlels haus 
ſuffer ed the like remprations. Iremeinbei that 
olte you haue complained vypon thegradgingp 
and murmuring that you founde,: which in 
your ſelfe fearing that it proudked * — 
mother, what God hath borne wirt his ſaintes 
before: vil hee not beare the ſame d ith ju 
becing moſt ſorie ſor yout imperfections? Hes 
cannot other wiſe doe But a lis wiſedotuti 
hath made vs al of one maſſe aud natute, cart 


As _ doneth 


Cre 


hat haut beene your e 


hath beene in like caſe as you are, burbprheſe 


mdearthly:and as hechath redeembdbs wit 
one price: the blood of his only ſonne ſo hes 
according to his promiſe like mercifully par- 


Ne. 0. 


ror and in rage againſt 


„ -p_ 


2 
doneth the offences of al thoſe that cal 
the name of the Lorde Ieſus, of th 1 
meane: d refuſe all ocher Iuſtice backis a+: 


But to our matter of theſe preſidents, 
plaine it is that God his elect, before you haus 
ſuffered the like croſſe, as preſentlie you ſuf · 

ler, that they haue complained as you com- 


plaine, that they haue thought themſelues ab- 
iect, as you haue thought, and yet may thinke 
your ſeiſe: and yet neuertheleſſe they were 


n 
Howe horrible hepaine- is to ſuffer chat 


a expteſſe, except ſuch as haue 
prooued it: feareful it is for the very payne it 
ſelfe : but mol} feareful it is, for that the godlie 
ſo tormented, iudge God to bee angrie, in fu · 
them, as is before ex- 
preſſed. Seeing wee haue founds this croſſe 
to to God his children, proficable 


ede rofearthe out enn. 


ſes of the ſame. Plaine it is that not ouly God 
worketh al to the proſite of his elect, but alſo 


that hee woorketh it of ſuch loue towardes 


them 


ſure in G O his fauour. Hope deare mother 
and looke you for the ſame, hepa! ſay againſt 


2a — wm cu HwWwg #6 e 


aff 


very iuſt ate ſo rroubled and totmented in bo- 


the ſame 


God this or that? ceit the fl 

this earth cau heuer ber fully ſatiiſied: but e- 
uen 2s hunger und thirſt from tume to time 
alteth ir; ſu doe others more groſſe im 


ber vnto Gott (knowing the cauſes why the 


A 


die and [piricein'rhis)ife) receiuethſome com- 
forte and getrerfuſyme ſtay of God bs mercie, 
by knowing the cauſexvf the trouble. Al tau- 
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conſidered, were: ſufficient to make all ſpiri: 


mall auch bbrporull troubles ribleratlevacd 


vs. Fr ſxeing t is ſo chat withobtrepen- 
rance no man doeth attaine to i O D his 


mercie(for it is how-3ppoioted dythimiwhoſe 


wiſedome is infinite, I meane of thoſe 


thit are conuerted to the feeling of 9 


„ * — OE. 2 * R : > 
„PPC - 


ef EO don 


and that without mercie uo ui ean come to 


ioy is not that which cauſeth vi to vnderſtand 
what repentance is, gladly to hee xeceiucd and 
imbraced? Repentance conteinethᷣ within it a 
of fane, a dolous lor it, and a ha- 
ered of ir cogither with hope of mere. 


It is vety euident that God his one chi- 


dren haue not at al times theright knowledge 
of ſiune: that is to ſay, how odidui ii is before 
God: Much leſſa haue they the dalou ofit, & 


hatred of it. Which if they had, as they could 


not ſiune, ſo coulde they neuer be able, hauing 


that ſame very ſenſe of God his wrath againſt 


ſinne, ta deliglit in any thing that appertaineth 


to the fleſlie, more then the Haan whome 
God hatk appointed by the helpe of man, to 
produce mankind, coulde euet delight in man, 
if at al times ſhee felt the ſamepagucs of do- 
Jour and paine, that ſhe doeth iu het chude⸗ 
byrth. And there fore doeth God far ſuch pur 


poles as are know ne to himſelfe, ſometime 


ſuſpend from his one children, his fore ſaide 


ſenſe and feeling of his wrath againſt ſinne. 
As no doubte; heere hee did with Dauid; not 
onely before his ſinne, but alſo ſometime af 
ter. 2 11 fAT N. 
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Baut leaſt the ſonnes of God ſhohlde bes 
come altogithet inſolent like the children of 
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the world, he ſendeth vnto them ſome portion 
of this foreſaide cuppe: indriaking whereof 
they come to ſuch knowledge as they never 


had before.” 'Forficſt they feele the wrath of 


God workipgagainſt finne : whereby they 
learne the iuſtice of God, to bee even ſuch as 


he himſelfe pronounceth that he may ſuffer no 
ſinne vnpuniſhed. And thus begin they as well 
to more for their offences, as alſo to hate the 
ſame, which otherwiſe they coulde neuer doe: 
for nothing is ſo pleaſing to the corrupt na · 
ture of man, as is ſinne: and things pleaſing to 
nature, cannot nature of it ſelfe hate, 

But in this conflict, as God his childr feele 
torments, and thoſe moſt grieuous, as they 
mourne,and by God his holie ſpirite begin to 
hate ſinne: ſo come they alſo to a more high 
knowledge: that is, that man cannot bee ſaui- 
our to himſelſe; for how ſhal hee ſaue himſelſe 
from hel, that cannot ſaue himſelſe from an- 
puiſh and trouble heere in the fleſh, while hee 
yet hath ſtrength, wit, reaſon, and vaderſtan- 
ding: and therefore muſt hee bee compelled in 
his heart, to acknowledge, that chere is ano- 


ther modimnourberweeue God his juſtice and 
man- 


mankind;then any thateuerdeſendetiof the | 
corrupt ſtate of Adam, yea then any creature, 
that onlie is a creature: and by the knowledge 
of this mediatour at the laſt ', the afflicted 
commeth by ſome ſenſe and An feeling of 

| Godhisgrea mercie declared vntamankinde, | 
albeeit they bee not ſo ſenſible as is the paine > 
and albeeit that torment by this knowledge is 
not haſtily remoued, yet hath the patient ſome 
hope, that al dolour ſhal haue ende: and that 
is the cauſe why hee ſobbeth and groneth, for 
an ende of paine, why alſo he blaſphemeth not 
God, but cryeth for his health euen in the 
mid of his anguiſhe. Howe profitable this is 
to the children of God, and what it worketh 
in them as the plaine ſcripture abet Wr E 
perience letteth vs ahi 4g 
Verilie euen ſoprofitable as it is ; to mourne | 
for ſinne, to hate the ſame, to knowe the me- 
diatour betwixt God and man; and finally to 
knowe his lowing mercie towardes them: So 
neceſſarie is it to drinke this foteſaide cuppe. 
What it worketh e e but 

ſuch as taſte ĩt. 
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In Dauid itis plaine,tharitw humd; t 
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chooſe ot deuiſe our ſelues: Wee neither can 
dieſirel, nor yet 


che ſarth Pſalme; 


in himſelſe . It made him dayly to feate an! 
earneſtly to pray, that after he ſhoulde not of 
: handesle made ie owl although bee was 


king: it made him merciful, when hee might 


n Lea and it made him 
to mourne for Abſolon his wicked ſonue. But 
to the teſt oſ the cauſes. 


The ſecond cauſe why God permirteth his 
ele to taſte of this — — is to raiſe vp 
our hearts from theſe tranſitorie vanities: for 


ſo fooliſh and forgetful of nature,and ſo addict 


are wee to the things that are preſent, that vn- 
leſſe wee haue another ſchoolemaiſter then 


manly reaſon, and ſome other ſpurre, and per- 


petual remembrance, then any which wee can 


righely remember, the de- 


parture from this vaine and wicked worlde,to 


the kingdowe that is prepared, 


- Weearecommanded dayly to praye, Thy 
kingdomecome : which petition aſketh that 
ſinne may ceaſe, that death may be devoured, 


chat tranſitorie troubles may haue an ende, 
that Sathan may bee troden vnder foote, thut 
. Chriſ, may boereſtored 0 
lie, libertie, and joy, chat che powers and 


n 
deſtroyed. And that God heSmtermay eu 
in al thinges afrer that his ſonne Chriſt Tef 
enen e een f 
Wy 


abundeth with vs (when neither body not ſpi- 

rite hath: trouble fr om our heart, and without 
"<franlacion can wiſhe theſe thinges? verily 

none. With our mouth wee may ſpeake the 

; e the heart cannot thirſt the thinges 
to e except we be in ſuch ſtate that world · 
ly bing be vnſauerie vnto vs. And ſo can they 

neuer be but vnder the Croſſe. Neither yet vn- 


der al kind of Croſſes as are worldly things vo · 


pleaſant: ſor in pouertie riches do greately de · 
light many. For although they lache them, yet 
defirerhey to haue them: and ſoarethey nei · 
ther vnſauerio nor vnpleaſant. For things that 
© weeearneſtly conet, ate not vnpleaſant vnto 

vs. But hen things appertaining to the fleth, 

are ſoffici=arly miniſtred vnto vs, and yet none 
of themeanmolific our anguiſbe nor paine: 
then ſobbeth the heart vnto God; and vnfay- 
' nedly wifherh ends cDrdfene; And there- 


ors vur heavenly * of his inſinite wiſe | 


** dome, 


| Theſe thinges ate weeal . 0 
— for:but which of vs in the time whenal 
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| —"rhefertbDPſaimes 
nd} dome to holde vs in continual remembrance, 
cat in this wretched worlde there is no reſt, 
| permitteth and ſuffereth vs to bee 
and tryed with this croſſe, that with an vnſai- 
ned fart we may deſire not only an ond of our 
troubles (for that ſhal come to vs by death) but 
alſo of al the troubles of the churche of God, 
which ſhal not bee before the comming again 
of the Lorde Ieſus. 
The thirde cauſe Icalleft of Moſes wordes 
to the Iſraelites, ſaying, The Lorde thy God 
ſhal caſt out theſe nations by little and little 
before thee. Hee wil not caſt them out all at 
once, leſt perchaunce the wilde beaſts be mul- 
tiplied againſt thee : And alſo when thou ſhalt 
enter into that lande, and ſmaltd well in the 
houſes, that thou neuer buildeſt, and that thou 
ſhalt eate and bee filled: giue chankes vnto the 
Lorde thy God, and beware that thou forget 
him hot, and that thou ſay not in thy heatte: 
—— . wp 5" 
cheſe great riches vnto mee. 
In theſe woordes are too thinges apper- 
: tainivg vnto our matter moſt worthie to bee 
noted. Firſt that Moſes ſaieth that the Lortde 
t-| will not at once, but by litdde and litue de- 
roy thoſe nations, adding the cauſe, leaſt 


Sr 


¶ Au expoſition ypon . 
perchaunce ¶ ſaich hee) the wilde beaſtes bee 


multiplied, and make vptoare agaiaſt thee. The ,_ 


ſeconde that when: they had abundance that | 
then they ſhoulde declare che mſelues minde- 
ful of God his beneſites, and that they ſhould | 
not thinke that their owne power, wiſedome, 
nor prouiſion was any cauſe that they had the 
:fruicion of thoſe commodities. 

By theſe Preſidents the holy Ghoſt teacheth 
them, that lie as they did not poſſefie;nor ob- 
taine the firſt intereſt of that lande by their 

owne firength, but that the Lorde God did 
freelie giue it to them, ſo. likewiſe were they 
not able to brooke nor enioy the lame, by any 
power of themſelues. 

For albeeit that God ſhoulde have in one 
moment deſtroied al their enemies: yet if hee 
ſhoulde not haue beene their tual ſafe- 
garde, the wilde beaſteꝶ ſhoulde haue troubled 
them. And if they had demaunded the queſti · 
on, hy wile thou not deſtroy the wild beaſts 
alſo? he anſwereth, leaſt thou forget the Lorde 
thy God, and ſay in chy heart, my ſtrength hath 
obtained this quietneſſe to my (elfe. 
Conſider, deetely beloued,that ſuch thing 
as che ſpirite of God ſoteſawe dangerous and i 
r 


— 
a 
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feared in v3:for al things happened ynto chem 


jn figares, They were in Egypecorporally puni- 
ſhed by a cruel tyrant: wee were in 
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ſpiricuall 
bondage of the Deuil, by ſiune and increduli- 
tie. God gaue to them a land chat flowed with 
mille and hony, for which they neuer labou- 
red: God hath opened to vs, the knowledge of 
Chriſt leſus which we neuer deſerued, nor yet 
hoped for the ſame. They were not able to de- 
ſende the land, after they were poſſe ſſed in ĩti 

wee are not able, to tetaine out ſelues, in the 
true knowledge of Chriſt, but by his grace 
onelie. Some enimies wete left to exerciſe the, 
Sinne is left in vs, that we may leame to fight. 
If enemies had not beene, wilde beaſts ſhould 
haue multiplied amongeſt tbem. If ſuch 
beaſles as wee thiake moſt doe trouble vs, 
were not permitted ſo to doe, worle beaſtes 
ſhoulde haue dominion over vs, that is to 
wit: Truſi in our ſelfe, arrogancie, obliuion, & 


forgetfulnes of that eſtate from which GOD 


hath delivered vs, togithot with a light eſtima - 


tion of all Chriſtes merites, which ſinnes ate 


the beaſtes that( alas do devour 26 ſmal nũber 
of mẽ. Neither yet let any mi thinłke, that if al 


kinde of croſſes were taken from vs, durigz 
WW 4 the 


eAnexpoſitionvpon = 
therime that wee beare the earthly Image of 
Adam, chat wee ſhoulde bee more perfect ia 
viing the ſpiritoalgifres of God : to wit, the 
_ remiſſionof ſiunes, his free grace, and Chriſt | 
is juſtice, for 'which wee neuer laboured: 
than that people ſhoulde haus beene; in v- 
ſing of choſe corporal giftes, And Moyles 
iich vnto them, Beware that thou forget not 
the Lorde thy God. Hee who kuoweth the | 
ſecretes of heartes, gi iueth not his precepres 
in vaine: if man his hearte had not beene 
prode and readie to forget God, and to glorie 
in his owne ſtrength, God had not giuen this | 
| precept, and repeated it ſodiligently, For hee 
neither doeth nor ſpeaketh in vaine, but 
knowing what thinges be molt able to blinde 
and deceiue man, the wiſedome oſ God by 
his contrarie preceptes, giueth him warning 
of the ſame. Experience hath taught vs 
howe ſuch beaſtes haue troubled the churche | 
of God: to ſpeake nothing of the time of the 
Prophetes, ene of theprimitiue 
church. 
What erouble made Pelagius by his he- 
reſie? that man by natural power 
and fee wi, lawe of GO he |: pf 
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. | good woorkes, then were neceſſarie to their 
- owne ſaluation? I pray youconſider if theſe 


| PIR ſinne, and hate the ſame, that 


elſe remion 20d grace. 


„ eee Heben 


provoke God to giue his graces? What hath 
beene taught of man his merites, and of the © 
workes of ſupeterogation: : ſome openly at- 3 
fieming that ſome men have wrought more 


ben lice oor; our hande and our ſtrength 


hath ginen theſe thinges vato vs. What were 
theſe Diueliſbe hereſies, and others that haue 


infected the whole Papiſtric ? Aﬀuredly they 


| Werecrugland rauenous beaſtes, able to de- 


uour the ſoules of al thoſe vpon whome they 
get the vpper hande: but the mercitull proui- 


dence of our God, willing our ſaluation, wil 
not ſuſfet vs, to come to chat vnthankeful - 
neſſe and obliuiou . And therefore heere hee 
itteth ys, of our enemies, with his Apo- 
ſue Payle to be ſuſfered, to the ende that wee 


33 wee 


N expeſition ym 
dignitie of his dffice, that we may vnſaynedly 


that wee neither bee prefurripeuons; lightly es 
Nectorog Cebit either yet vnmind- 


ful of out former eſtate aud miſetles. And ſo 


this cuppe is as lc were a meſlieine prepared by 


the wiſedome of dur eternal Phiſition, who 
onelle know eth the remedies of dur cortupt 
nature. Aduerte and marke, deere mother, that 


al commeth to vs, for our moſt pro- 
fte. Icis amedicine, and therefore preſently it 
Cannot bee peaks But howe gladly "we vide 
wee vſe, and receive ; hen the 
ficke, how v 
to dtinłe, that medicine which would femoue 


fickneſſe & reſtore healthꝰ But Obhow much 
more ought wee, with patience and thanksgji« | - 


ning, to receive this medicine of our fathers 
handes, that fr bm our ſovle remoueth many 


mortal diſea ſes; his holy Ghoſt ſo working by 5 


the ſame: ſuch as is pride, preſumption, cou- 


tempt of grace, and vnthankefulneſſe? which | 


bee the very mortal diſeaſes, that by vnbeliefe 
doe kil the ſoule: Aud doeth reſtore vntovs 


fowlineſſe, feare,ianocation of God his name 
Je Hm + 


ve may khowe the onelie riediatotir andrhe 
thirſt the comming of the Lorde leſus, and 


n 
wieso & bitter ſoeuer ĩt Mere 


re 
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remembrance of our owe wealeneſſe, and 
of God his iaſinite beneſite by Chriſt recei· 
ned, Which bee the veryevideor ſignes, that 
Telus Chriſt ligech in vs: to- 
lens of theſe preſidents haue appeared in you, 
ind in behers at bee in your companie, fi« 
thens your firſt proſeſſion of Chriſt, it nee- 
deth me not to rehearſe. God graunt that the 
eyes of menbe noc blinded to their own pet 
dition. But to our loued,ac- 

ceps this cuppe from the andes of our hea - 
nenly father, and albeit your paines bee almoſt 

intollerable, yercaſt yourſelfe, becauſe you 
haue none other refuge, before the throne of 
God his mercie, and with the Prophet Dauid 
— n 1 6 
0 Fane eu vpen im me, 40 11 fort 
am weake, O Lord haare we for al 
ee, are vexed. 


* Nove proce=deth Dauid in his per — 
| Serre ect he ſhould bee heard, 
and obtaine his petitions: buefirſt wee wil 
of his prayers as they bee in order 
th this whole Pſalme. Dꝛuid in ſumme 


8 in this his vehemẽt trouble: 
B 4 in the 


Aten sea bnd chat Cod - puniſha 
him not in his heauie diſpleaſute and wrath. | 
In the ſeconde verſe hee aſueth that GO D 


returne vnto Him, and thathe ſhould ſaue his 


ſoule: eueric one of theſe things, were ſo ne- 


ceſſarie vnto David , that lacking any one of 
them, hee iudgeth himſelfe vnfortunate. Hee 
felt the wrath of God, and therefore —_ 


therefore deſired /mercie , hee was:falne in 
moſt dangerous ſickneſſe, and therfore he cry 
e&d,for corporathedlth : God appeared to be de 
parted from him,and therforedefired hee that 
the comfort of the holy Ghoſt ſhould returne 
vnto him. And thus was Dauid, not as com- 
monlie are the moſt parte of men in their prai- 


ers, who of a cuſtome, oftentimes doe aſke 


with their mouths ſuch things, as their hearts 
doe not greatly deſite to obtame. But let vs 
marke principally, what chings are to bee no- 
ted in theſe his praiers: which he with earneſ} 
minde powred forth before God. Euident it 
is, that Dauid in theſe his prayers ſuſteined 
and felt the very ſcale of God his wrath pe 


ſhould haue mercie vyon him-and in the third 
verſe he deſiteth that he ſhould heale him. and 
in the fourth verſe he alketh that Gad ſhould 


SF. are 


* he had offended and 
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n to doe with God, Anda 


.thofocth Pſaloes. » 
And alſo that bee vnderſioode clearely that it 


was God only, that troubled him, and that had 


laide that ſore ſcourge vpon him. And yet no 
here els but at God alone bo appeared to 
bee angrie with him) ſeekenh hee ſupport of 


aide: chis is cake to bee ſpoken, aui the molt 


part of men wil iudge it eee 
flie to God in their troubles. | 

. —ů— 
by man his tyranuy, that then the moſt ſore, & 


maſt eaſie way 18, lo runne to God, fot defice 


and aide. But let God appeare to her dut eni · 


mie, to be angrie with vs, and to u left v8: £7 157 bee vvel 
howe harde aud diſfcib is it then to cal for his | 
grace and for his affiſtance?Noge ko ND 

cept ſuch as have learned it ia eapetienoe, vei- 


ther yet can any man ſa doe, ecept the cleR 


children ai G od ſor ſo ſtrong a the enimiei, f, er drive , 
that wick geeat violence inuade the troubled fron God wnder | 
conſcience,in that troubleſome battel, that vm h roſſc. 
lefle the hid ſeede of God ſhoulde make them 
hope againſt hope, they couldeneuet᷑ looke for 
any deliuerance or comſort. The flaſhe lac · 

keth not reaſons and peiſwaſions, th being vs 

from God. The Diuel by him ſelſa, and bỹß ß 
his meſſengers, dare boldly ſaꝝ, and aſſine:: 


By weake 


eAwexpoſtion pon 
weake faith,is of to confeſſe both 
the acruſtcions, and reaſons to be moſt true. 
In time of trouble the fleſhe doeth reaſon. O 
wretched man, perceiueſt thou not that God 
is angrie with thee? Hee plagueth'thee in his 
hot diſpleaſute, here fore it is in vaine for theo 
to cal vyon him. The Diuel by his ſuggeſtion, 
or by his miniſters doeth amplifie and apgra- 
uate theſe preſidenes,affirmiog & beatinginto 
ee the ſore afflited, in this ma- 
God plagueth thee for tHine ioiquitie; 

| — baſt ocendedhis holy la we, therefore it 
end 5 i labour ioſt to erie for mercy or reliefe, for 
 hisjuſtice muſt needos take vengeance vpon al 
mobedient offendours; In this meane ſea- 


55 


{ona weake faith is compelled to conſeſſe and 
acknov 


| e accuſations tobe moſt true. 
dor who can deny that hee hath not deſerued 
God his puniſhments. Tho flethefederh the 
©: cormenits; und dur owne- weakeneffecrieth all 
is trus, and no point can be denied. The vehe- 
mencie of thisbareet ia the ſirkneſſe of Eze- 
chias and in the hiſtore of Tob;plainely may 
Exechias after that withlamen- | 
Big z0. uable tener, hee had complained chat his life | 
wiateaken away, and cut of before his time, 


An Wasdoone vato Rim, — 
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cake fink Peale 
God had bruiſed al his bosev hes Lies x: Ar 


| laſt hee ſaich;Bechouſurcrie for me, O Lord? 


but immediately vpon theſe wootdes , 28 it 
were correcting himſclfe hee ſaith: What ſhal 


Iſay, it is he chat hath done it. As whorwould 


ſay, to what purpoſe complaint i to himꝰ If he 
had any pleaſure in mee, hee woulde oor haue 


entreated mee dn this manner, it is hee im- 
ſelſe, w home I though 


t ſhoulde haue been my 
ſutetie and defendet, that hath wrapped me in 
al chis wretched miſerie: Hee cannot bee an- 
grie, and merciful at once (ſo iudge t the fleſh) 
for in him there is no contratietie; I ſecle 
him to beo angrio wich mee, and therefore it ie 
in vaine, that I complain or ral vpom him. This 
alſo may bee eſpied in Iob, who after that hee 


Vas accuſed by his freendes, as ons that had 


deſerued the plague of God, aud after that hit 
wiſe had willed him to refuſe aljuſtice; and to 


curſe God, and ſo to dio: after: his toi ꝑree- 


uous complaintes, hee faith, When I called vp- 
on him, and hee hath anſwered, yet belteus l 
not that hee hath hearde my voice As if lob 
woulde ſay, So terrible ate my tormentes, ſo 


vehemement is my paine, and:anguilhe; chat 
| Ubcit very GO D had hearde iny ble 
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die too bee hoped 
time I ſay, to ſobbe vnto God, is the demon- 


eAn expoſnion upon 
petitions, yet feele I not that he wil graumt me 

my requeſt, Heere is a ſtrongbarted, when pes. 
fectiy they vnderſtande that remedie is none; 
dut in God onely, and yet ſtom Gods hande 
they looke far. no ſupport, as might appeare to 
mens iudgements: for he that ſaith, that God 
puniſheth him, and therefore cannot bee mer - 
ciful, and hee doubteth whether God hears 

him or not, appeazeth ta haue caſtaway all | 
hope of Gods deliuerance. Theſe thinges put 
l you in minde of, beloued mother, thac albeit 
your paines ſometime bee ſo horrible, that uo 
releaſe. nor comfort you ſind, neither in ſpirite,, 
nor body: yet if the heart can onely ſobbe vu- 
to God, diſpaite not, you ſhal obteine your 
heartes deſires. And deilitute yee are not of 
faith. For at ſuch time as the fleſh, natural rea- 
ſon, the lawe of God, the preſent torment, and 
the Diuelat ance doethcrie.: God is angrie, | . 
and therefore is there neither helpe nor reme- 
for at his handes 3 at ſuche | 
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ſtration ofthe ſecrete ſeede of God, which i 
hid in Gods electchildren, and that only ſobbe ... 
is vnto God a more acceptableſacrifice , than 
without chis croſſe togiue out bodies to be 
Juenodyquen for the trorthes lake, For if God.. 
bel .. 


TG FF ow + SS » - 


= 23, > 2. 9 wv. 4. I 


mencie of the faith, which ſolooketh former- 


you may continue, as I haue left you, and chat 


err 


the ſixth Pſalwie, 
biepreſentby aflifance of his holy ſpirite , ſo 


chat no doubt is io oarconſcience, bur that aſ 
| ſaredly we ſtande iu Gods favour, hat can 


corporal trouble hurt the ſoule or mind, ſeeing 
the bitter froſtie wind canoot hurt the body it 
ſelfe, which is moſt warmely couered, and clad 
from violence of the colde. But when the ſpi- 
tite of God appeareth to bee abſent yea when 
God himſelſe appeareth to be our enimie, then 
to lay, Oh( to thinke with Iob in his trouble) 
albeit he ſhould deſtroy ot kill mee, yet will [ 
truſt in him: or hat is the ſtrength and vehe- 


cy, when the whole man feeleth nothing but 
dolours on euety fide. Aſſuredly that hope 
ſhal never bee confounded, for ſo it is promi- 
ſed by him, who cannot repent of his mercy & 
goodueſſe: Reioyce Mother, and fight to the 


end, for ſure I am that ye are not v:rerly deſti. 


tute of chat ſpirite , who taught Dauid & lob, 
Wbat obedience I haue hearde you giue vata 
God in your moſt ſtrong torment, it needech 


mee not to write, only I deſire( which is a por- 


tion of my dayly prayer, ) God for our leſus 
Chriſte his ſonnes ſake, that in al your trouble 


wich Dauid yee may ſobbe. Abeit the mourh 


Antxpoſition v pon 
may not ſpeak, yet let the heart grone ud lay; 
Haue mercy vpon mee O Lorde, and heale me, 
and then I nothing doubt, your greeuous tor- 
ment ſhal not moleſt you for euer, but ſhortly 
ſhal haue an ende to your euerlaſling conſola - 
tion and comſort. Yee thinke peraduenture, 
that ye would gladly cal and pray for mercy, 
but the knowledge of your ſinnes doe hindet 
you. Conſider, dearely beloued that al Phiſick 
or medicine ſerueth onely forthe patient : ſo 
doeth mercy onely fot the ſinner, yea for the 
wretched andmoſt miſerable finner. Did not 
obiection of tbe Dauid vnderſtande himſelſe to bee a ſinner, & 
_ Ip 3 an adulterer, and a ſhedder of innocent blood? 
n Vea, knewe hee not alſo that he was puniſhed 
for his ſinnes ? Yes verily, he did, and therfore 
he called for mercy : which hee that knoweth 
not the heauines and multitude of finnes can 
in no wiſe doe, but moſt commonly doth deſ-· 
piſe mercy when itis offered, or at the leaſt the 
ma that ſeeleth not the burde of ſin, lightly re- 
gardeth mercy,becauſe he feeleth not how ne- 
ceſſary it is vnto him, as berwixe Chriſt & the 
proude Phariſees, in many places of the newe 
Teſtament, it is to be ſeen. And therfore,deare 
mother, if your aduerſary trouble you, eithet 
wich your ſinnes paſt or preſent, obiecting, the 
mercy 
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ye doubt nothing to obteinemercy,becaulc it 
infaich . And chus uo doubt yee ſhal obteine 


health being the gift of God, may bee asked of 


— 


mercy apperteine th not vnto you by reaſon of 


your finnes : anſwer, to him as you are taught 
by Chriſt, That the whole needeth no Phiſici6, 
neither yet the iuſt, mercy & pardon. But that 
Chriſt is come to giue light to the blind, & to 


cal ſinners to repentice: of wh6 you acknow- 


ledge your {clues to be the greateſt, & yet that 


vas neuer denied to none that asketh the lame 


victorie by Chriſt Ieſus, to whom ee 
euer and euer, Amen. | 


Inthe reſt of Dawids praiers, nom will we 
bee ſhorter ,that wee may come to the 


Le of the ſame. 
Alter the Aeg of merey, e 


Dauid a corporal benefice, ſaying, Heale mee, 


Lorde. Heereoſ is to bee noted. that bodily 


him without ſinne, albeit that wee vuderſtand 
our ſelues to bee puniſhed for our offences. 

Neither yet in n 
Gods will: for his prouidence 
the nature of man, a deſire ofhealth, & — 


that it may be conſerued, & thetſate is he not 
N $ | woken offcaded 


wexpoſition whe 
offended that we aske health ofbody, when we | 
lacke it; neither yet that we ſeeke preſeruation 
of our health hy — as her 
hath appointed: Prouided alwaies, that God 
himſelte be firlt ſought, and that we deſite nei · 
ther liſe, neither health, to the hinderance of 
Gods glory nor to the hurt or deſtruction of 
othets our brechren , but rather that by vs | 
Sods gloty may bee promoted, & that other: 
our brethren by our ſtrength, healch, and life, 

may bee comforted and defended, Theſepre-' 
fidents nowe rightly obſetued, it is no ſinne 
earneſtly to aske at God health of body, albeit 
wee kno we our ſickneſſe to bee the very hand 

of God, puniſhing or oorrecting our former 

euil life. This I write becauſe ſome are ſo ſe · 
uere, that they would not that we ſhould aske 
bodily helth of God, becauſe the ſicknes is ſent 
to vs by him: but ſuch men doe not righte- 
ouſly vndetſtande, neither yet conſider that 
ficknes is a trouble to the body and that God 
commandeth vs to cal for his help in our trou · 
bles. Surely our ſubmiſsion and praiers in 
ſuch extremitie, is the greateſt glory that wee 
can giue vnto God : for ſo doing wee thinke 
that his mercy aboundeth aboue his iudgemtt 
and ſo w-es are bold to pray for the withdraw - 
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A of his ſcouręe, which petition no doube 


it, and if it turne from ini quitie and 
ſhal tepent 


mercie to a whole Citie or nation ifit repent, 
e wilhe not doe the ſame to a particular per- 
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| was reſtored to health. But to proceed, Da- 


| departed from him: for ſo alwaies iudgeth the 


eth by any continuance of time. Dauid had 
ſuſtained trouble many dayes, hee had prayed 
and yet 


2 


ite ſertb Pſalmes 


hee muſt graunt, ſot ſo he promiſeth by Iere- 1 1. 
my his Prophet, faying - If i have ſpoks aint 
any nation or Citie, laying that ĩ wil deo, 
repent , it 
me alſo of the plagues, that I haue 
ſpoken agaiaſt it. God promiſeth to ſhewe 


ſon, if in his ſickneſſe he cal for grace? He hach 
ſhewed vnto vs that hee wil, by diuers exam- 
ples, and ſpecially by the leproſie of Mary the 
ſiſter of Moſes and Aaron, which ſhee receiued 
at the Lordes hande, puaiſhing her high and 
hautie minde : and againe, vpon her ſubmiſſi- 
on, and at the prayer of Moles, ſhee ſhortly 


uid moreover prayeth:Turneagaine O Lotd. 
It appeareth vnto Dauid, beeing in the extte- 


mitie of his paine, that God was altogether 


fleſh (yea the whole man) when trouble wor- 


was not deliuered. And therefore iud- 
geth he that God being offended for his ſinnes 
kad leſt him. And yet plain it is that God was 

CG with 


eAnexpoſution d pon 
with him working in his hart by his holy ſpi- 
rice, repentance.expreſſiaꝑ forth thoſe ſobbes 
nad grones : as alſo the deſire he had to be re- 
ſtored to that comfort and conſolation, which 
ſomtimes he had ſelt by che familiaritie, which 
he had with God Al cheſe motiõs, I ſay, were 
the operations of Gods holie ſpitite : and yet 
Dauid could perceiue no cofort nor preſence 
of God, iu that his trouble, bur lamentably 

complaine th, as before you haue heard. Heere- 
of it is plaioe, chat che veric elect ſometimes 
arc wichout al feeling of conſolation: and that 
they thinłe rhemſclues altogether deſtiture,as 
may be ſcene in David, But it ischiefly to be 


bterh, that God ſometimes had bene familiar 
with him: for he ſaieth, Turne again, O Lord, 
ſignitying thereby, chat before he had felt the 
ſweeteneſſe of Gods preſence, but now he was 
left to him ſelſo without feeling of comfort ot 
conſolation. For thus appereth Dauid to com- 


O Lorde, thy vnproſitable ſeruaunt ? Diddeſt 
thou not cal me from keeping ſheepe, to be an- 


a ul chou not ſo incourage my minde, that I feared 


et cke deuouring teeth of the hungry Bcare? 
—_ from 


„ 


noted, that David in this his anguiſh temem- 


plaine: Haſt thou not bene familiar with mee | 


In trouble Danid nointed King ouer thy people Iſtael? Diddeſi 


2 not the freſh ſtrẽth of the cruel Lion; neither 


teten aloe. 
fr6 whoſe iawes I deliuered my ſheepe? Didſt 
not thou once inflame my hare with the reale 
of thy holie name? that — allfracl were ſo 
afraid, that none durſt incoũter wich tharrn6< 
ſter Goliah yet thy ſpirit made me ſo bold and 
fo valiant, that without harnefſe or weapons 
(except my ſlingſtaffe & ſtones) I durſt enter 
priſe fingular battel againſt him: was it not thy 
 ftrengrh that gaue me victorie, not only at that 
time, but alſo of al othet my euimies, that haue 
ſought my life ſince? Haſt not thou made mee 
fo glad by the multitude of thy mercies, & thy 
moſt gracious fauor which thou from time to 
time moſt abũ dantly haſtpowred vp6 me, that 
both ſoule & body hath reioyced through the 
gladnes of thy countenice? haſt thou * — 
l. ſo effectualhy with me preſent i io troubles and 
dangers, that my very enemies haue known & 
cõfeſſed that thy power was alwaies with me; 
and that thou diddeſt rake my defence ppon 
chy ſelfe?and wilt thou now ſo leaue the habi- 
tation which thou haſt choſen? Shal ic bee leſt 
deſolate for euer can thy mercies haue an cod? 
and ſhal thy fatherly pitie neuer appeare more 
vnto me! Shalt thou leaue me for euer thus to 
be tormẽted, whõ thou haſt afore ſo abundãt- 
ly comforted? O Lorde, I am ſure thy merties 
vll not ſo entreat me, and therfore turn again 
Cz © OLeid, 
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O Lorde, and make mee glad with thy coun- 


tenaunce, Whore of long time thou haſt left | 


yoide of conſolation & comfort, Aduert and 
conſider, deately beloued, in what eſtate was 


Dauid, when that he had none other comfort, 
except the only cemembtãce of Gods former 


benefits ſhewed vnto him, And therfore mer- 


uel ye not,nar yet diſpaire ye albeit that you | 
find your ſelf in the ſame caſe that Dauid was. 


Sure I am, that your owue heart muſt confeſſe 
that ye haue recciued like benefits at the hand 
of God, as Dauid did. He hath called you from 
a more vile office ; then from the keeping of 


ſheepe, to as great a dignitie (touching the e- 


uerlaſting inheritance) as hee did Dauid. For | 


from the ſeruice of the Denil and fin, hee hath 
annointed ys Prieſtes and Kings, by the blood 


of his onely Sonne leſus: hee hath giuen 
you courage and boldneſſe to fight againſt , | 


more cruel, more ſuttle more dangerous, and 
againſt enemies that be more nigh vnto you, 


men eicher was the Lyon, the Beare or Goli- 


ah to Dauid: againſt the Denil I meane, and 
his aſſaultes, againſt your owne fleſhe, and 
moſt inwarde affetions, againſt the multi- 


tude of them that were (and yet remaine)ene- bi 


mies to Chriſtes religion: yea, againſt ſome of 
| your 


* 
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your natural friendes, which appe are to Pre. 
t | fefſe Chriſt with you, and in that part the bar= 
d | relis themoreyehement , What boldneſſe 1 
haue ſeene with you, in al ſoche conflictes, It 
t, needeth not me to rehearſe. I write this, tothe 
t | praiſeof God, I haue wondred at that hole 
conſtancie, which I haue found in you at f 
time as mine one heatt was fainte. Sure 1 
am, that fleſhe and blood coulde neuer haue 
& | perſiiaded you, to haue contemned and fer at 
i | naught thoſe thinges that the worlde moſte- 
1 | fitemeth': you haue taſted and felte of Gods 
| goodnes and mercies in fuche meature, chat 
; 

| 

| 

| 


not onely ye are able to teaſon and ſpeake * 


allo by the ſpirite of God working in your to 
giur comfort and conſolation to ſuch as were 
in ttouble: and therefore moſt deare mother, 
thin le not that God wil leave his own manſt- 
On fot euer. No, impoſſible it is, that the Deal 
hal occupie Gods inderitante · or yet that God 
hal fo leave and fotſake his holie Temple that 
bee vil not ſanctiſie the ſame. Againe, God 
ſometimes ſuſpendeth his on preſence fromm 
his elected, as heere by Dauid may be eſpiod: 
And verie often ſufferech he his elect to taſt of 
bitterneſſe & griefe, ſor ſoch cauſes as are be- 
| foicexprefled, but to ſuffer thẽ to bee at eſt 
9 out 
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out oſ his hands, he ncither wil nor may per- 
mit, fot ſo were he a mutable God: & gaue his 


An expoſition vpan 


gloric to anothet, if he permitted himſelf to be 
ouercome of his aduerſarie : which is as like 


impoſſihle, as it is that God ſhalceaſe to bee 
Hod. No laſtly Dauid prayeth - Deliner my 
ſoule & Gue me. Jo this praiet no dout,David 
| defired to bee deliuered from the verie corpo | 

raldcath at that time, & his ſoule ro be ſaued 


#16 thoſe preſentplagues & grieuous tormẽts 
12 he ſuſte ined. In which it might appeare to 
ſome, that he was more addict to this prelent 


e, & that he loued more the quietnes of the | 


5 then it became a ſpiritual man to do. But 


1 deſircrh as before is aid, God harh naturally iograffed 


, 


and planted in mao this loue oflife, traaqulli- 
tie and reſt, & the moſt ſpiritual man ↄſt time 


geſireth chem y becauſe they are ſeales & wits 


tweene God and his elect. And albeit that tro- 


ble doth moſt commonly folow the friends of | 


God, yet is he nothing aſſured, that earneſtly 


we aske our quietnes, neither is that our de | 


fire any declaration of carnalitie or of inordi- 
nate loue, that we haue to the world : conſide- 


live, is not for inioyiogof worldly pleaſures 


(for many times in yo midſt of thoſe we grit 


and 
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neſſes of that league and felowſhip that is be- 


ring chat the finalcaule,wherfore we deſire to 


of 


3 


= 


it ſt is taken from the vehement troble which 
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ble, neither long continuance of the ſame, nei- 


the fexth p ſalme. 
and cõſeſſe, that better it is to be abſent from 
the body) but the chie ſe cauſe why Gods deft 
do deſite lite, or to have reſt in carth,is for the 
maintenance of Gods glory, 5 
ce that God takerth acate ouer his elected. E 

no to the grounds & ſoundatiõs of — 


praiers, & herupon his praiers do ſtand. The 


he ſuſtained, & from the longcontinuance of 
the ſame. The ſecond is takẽ from the 1 
of God. And the third from Gods glotie, and 
from the ĩaſolent rage of his enemies. Here is 
to be obierued & noted, that neither is trou- 


ther yet the proud & haùtie mindes of wicked 
men, the chieſe mouing cauſe, why God heas 
reth our praiers, & declareth himſelſe merciful 
vnto vs: and therfore they may not be the ſure 
and ſaund foundations of our praiers.Bot ons 
ly Gods inſinit goodnes is rhe fountaine of al 
mercy & grace, which ſpringeth & commeth 


vato vs by Chriſt leſus his ſoone. Bur they are 


cauſcs by operation of theholy Ghoſt, helpiug 
our weaknes, to belecue & to truft that God, 
who is the father of mercies, vil not be angry 


fot euet at the ſore aſflicted, neither yet that 


hee wil puniſhe without mercy, ſuche as cal 


for his helpe and comforte : as allo that 


GOD, = hath alwayedeclared him ſelſe 


eAnetpoſtion chen 
in the firſt verſe hee aſueth that God · ꝓuniſhe 


him not in his heauie diſpleaſure and wrath. , | 


In the ſeconde verſe hee aſueth that GO D 
ſhould haue mercie vyon him. and in the third 
verſe hedefireththache ſhould healebim-and 


. 
therefore deſired mercie , hee was:falne in 
moſt dangerous ſiclneſſe, and therfote he cry. 
&d.for corporal health: God appeared to be de- 
parted from him, and therfore deſired hee that 
the comfort of the holy Ghoſt ſhould returne 
vnto him. And thus was Dauid, not as com- 
tnoalicare the moſt parte of men in their prai- 


with their mouths ſuch things, as their hearts 
doe not greatly deſite to obtame. But let vs 


marke principally, what things are to hee no- 
ted in theſe his praiers: which he withearneſt | 


minde powred forth before God. Euident it 
s, that — in theſe his prayers ſuſteined 


3nd fele the very ſcale of God his wrath: | 


And 


ä r | 


ers, who of acuftome, oftentimes doe ate 


THF A 


Ale chat for senen rpor him And yet no 
vbere els but at God aloneſ Who appeared to 
| | bee angrie with him) ſeeke i hee: ſupport. os 
| | aide; : thisis eaſe to bee ſpokes, aud. the molt 

part of men wil. eee 

liars God ne Ark 
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and aide. Bur let God appeare to her dur eni · 

F EY meer wag 
howe k Bcib i it then to cal for his 


Les this ber 
noted. | 


tepe ſuch as bavelearned it inexperience, vei- 
er yet can any manſadoe z:txcepetbe cleft 
I chil din o G odla ſot ſu ſtrong ath the enimich, f, ef drive vo | 
that wickigrent violence inuade the trouble from God wnder = 
tonſeience , in that troubleſame batel. that vm . 2 
leſſe the hid ſeede of God dhoulde make ches 
| hope againſt hope, heyt ouda neue locke for 

any deliuerance ur comſort. Tha Salbelace = 
beck got reaſons and pesſwaſions, rb bring vs 
| from God. The Diuel by him ſelſa, and hb -*: © * 
his meſſengers;dare boldly ſaꝝ, and aſſume⸗ 

1 . 
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æuſt ons, and reaſons co be moſt true; 
incneofroal he fichedart el 0 
is ngrie with thee? teſter in his 

iris ia vaine forches 
orb is ————— 
ing & beating into 
dees bur Herend ae. 
for thine hk — 


ner: 
thou haſtoScndet his holylawe, thereto 


is abourloſtrocrie for 
his juſtice muſt needos 
mobedient offendours. - 


vponal 


is ros and bo poiot can be denied, The vehe- 


mencie df thisbareet inthe ſtrłneſſe of Eze- 


— — IY 
chias after that withlamen- 


159 10 Wet hid 0. complained chat his life 


witeket away, and cut of before his time, 


A. wasdoone vato him, 00 
G 


— es tous both 


mercy or reliefe, for 
ind, meane- ſea 


. 
BY 
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ſun to hat putpoſe complaint i to him 
eee 


het on him, and hee hath anſwered, yet belteus l 


woulde ſay, So terrible ate my tormentes, ſo 
| | vehemementis my pains, and anguiſbe, 


" the fixth Pſalm. 


| God hadbruiced alhisboneslikea Lion = Ae 


* -asic 


> 1: Cr oe ya ewe fr 
H he 


| forin him there is no contratietie I ſeele 
him ro bos angie wich mee, ad therefore iris 
in vaine, that I 


in or cal pom him. This 
alſo may bee eſpied in lob, who after thut hee 
was accuſed by his fterndes, is one that had 
deſcrned the plague of God, aud after that his 


_ | wiſehad willed him to refuſe al inſtice, and to 
curſe God, and ſo to die 1 after: his moi gree- 


ntes, hes faith, When I called w- 


uous complai 


not that hee bath heardo my voice: As if lob 


ubeit veriy GO D had ficarde:mnp:hminble 
| 
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petitions, yet feele I not that he wil graum me 


— 


my requeſt, Heere is a ſtrongbartd, when 
fecuy they vnderſtande that 
dut in God onely, and yet from Gods hande 


they looke far no ſupport, as might appeare to 


mens iudgements ; for he that ſaith, that God | 


puniſheth him, and therefore cannot bee mer- 


I you in minde of, beloued mother; that albeit 
your paines ſometime bee ſo horrible, that oo 
releaſe. nor comfort you ſiud, neither in ſpirite, 


to God, diſpaite not, you ſhal obteine your 
he artes deſire : And deilitute yee are not of 
faith. For at ſuch time as the ſleſh. natural rea- 
ſon, the lawe of God, the pteſent torment, aud 


the Diuel at once doethcrie.: God is angrie, | 


and therefore is there neithet helpe nor reme⸗ 


hid in Gods electchildren, and that only ſobbe 


without thiscroſſe to giue out bodies to bee 


ciful, and hee doubteth whether God heare 


him or not, appeareth to haut caſt away all 
hope of Godadeliuerance. Theſe tbinges put | 


* 


tice body: tif dhe bear eng egeiy ſabbe vas |- 


* die too. bee hoped for athis handes 3 at ſuche | 
time I ſay, to ſobbe vnto God, is the demon- 
ſtration oſ the ſecrete ſeede of God, which i 


is vnto od a more acceptableſacrifice , than 


burned, euen for the truethes lake. por if God | : 
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— 
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bee preſent by aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirite , ſo 
that nodoabe is ivoarcooſcience, bur that a 
ſuredly we ſlande in Gods favour, hat can 
corporal trouble hurt the ſoule or mind, ſecing 
the bitter froſtie wind cannot hurt the body it 
elle, which is moſt warme ly couered, and clad 
from violeuce of thecolde. Die ops the ſpi- 


te of God appearerh to bee abſent yea when 
| God himſelſe appeareth 


to be our enimie, then 
to lay, Oh( to thinke with Iob in his trouble) 
albeit he ſhould deſtroy ot kill mee, yet will L 
truſt in him: or W the ſtrength and vebe- 
mencie of the faith, which ſolooketh former- 
cy, when che whole man fedleth nothing but 
dolours on euety fide. Aſſuredly that hope 
ſhal never bee confounded, for ſo it is promi- 


ſed by him, who cannot repent of his mercy & 


| goodoeſle : Reioyce Mother, and fight to the 


end, for ſure I am that ye are not vrrerly defti.. 
tute of chat ſpirite , who taught Dauid & lob, 
Whac obedience I have hearde yougiue vnto 
God in your moſt ſtrong tormene , it needeth 
mee not to wrice, only I'defire(which is a por. 
tion of my dayly prayer, ) God for ourleſus 
Chriſte his ſonnes ſake, that in al your trouble 
you may continue, as I haue left you, and chut 
— . ſobbe. Abeit the mouth 
nay 


Obieion of the 
e nbe. 
Anſyvere by a 
1 


. 
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may not ſpeak, yet let the heart grone and lay, 
Haue mercy 
and then I nothing doubt, your greeuous tor · 
ment ſhal not moleſt you for euet, but ſhortly 
ſhal haue an ende to your euetlaſting conſola · 
tion and comfort. Yee thinke peraduenture, 


that ye would gladly cal and pray for mercy, 
of your ſinnes doe hindet 


but the knowledge 
you. Conſider, dearely beloued that al Phiſick 


or medicine ſerueth onely forthe patigut : ſo 


doeth mercy onely fot the ſinner, yea for the 


wretched andmoſt miſerable finner. Did not 


Dauid ynderſtande himſelſe to bee a finner, & 


an adulterer,and a ſhedder of innocent blood 


Yea,knewe hee nor alſo that he was puniſhed 
for his finnes? Yes verily, he did, and  cherfor 


he called fpr mercy : which hee that knowerh 


not the heauines and multitude: of ſinnes can 


in no wiſe doe, but moſt commonly doth deſ- 
piſe mercy when itis offered, or at the leaſt the 


ma that feeleth not the burde of ſin, lightly re- 
gardeth mercy, becauſe he feeleth not how ne- 


ceſlary ĩt is vnto lim, as berwixe Chriſt 8 the 
proude Phariſees, in many places of the newe 
Teſtament, it is to be ſeen. And therfore,deare | 
mother, if your aduerſary trouble you, eithet 
wich * ſinnes 1 — 
mereyß 


ypon mee O Lorde,and heale me, 


Ir 


w, w- 


| ye doubt nothing to obteinemercy,becaulc it 
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mercy apperteineth not vnto you by reaſon of 
your ſinnes : anſwer, to him as you are taught 
by Chriſt, That the whole needeth no Phiſici6, 
neither yer the iuſt, mercy & pardon. But that 
Chriſt is come to giue light to the blind, & to 
cal finners to repentãce: of wh6 you ackno w- 
ledge your ſelues to be the greateſt, & yet that 


was neuer denied to none that asketh the ſame 
infaich . And chus no doubt yee hal abteine 
victorie by Chriſt leſus, to whom Py Of 


| ener a0deuct, Amen. 


In the reſt of Dauids praiers nom will we 
bee ſhorter ,that voip come to the 
3 o the Janes 


Alter the Aeg of mercy, Senden 
Dauid a corporal benefice, ſaying, Heale mee, 


| 


| 'Lorde, Heereofis to bee noted. that bodily 


health being thegift of God, may bee asked of 
him without ſinne, albeit that wer vuderſtand 
our ſelues to bee puniſhed for our offences. 
Neither yet in ſo praying, are 3 
Gods will: fox his providence 

the nature of man, a deſire ofhealth,& — 2 


chat it may be conſeruad, & therſarcis he nor 


— 
An expoſition vs 
offended that we aske health f 
lacke it, neither yet that we ſecke preſeruation | 
hath appointed: : Prouided 2 — God 3 
aim ſelſe be firſt ſought,and that we deſire neje | 
cherlife,' neither health, to the hinderance of | 
Gods glory nor to the hurt or deſtruction of 
others our brechren, but rather that by vs | 
Gods glory may beepromoted, & that other: 
our brethren by our ſtrength, healch, and life, | 
may beecomforted and defended, Theſepre- 1 
fidents nowe rightly obſetued, it is no ſinne 
earneſtly to as ke at God health of body, albeit 
wee kno we our ſickneſſe to bee the very hand | 
of God, puniſhiog or oorrecting our former 
euil life. This I write becauſe ſome are ſo ſe - or 
uere, that they would not that we ſhould aske | . 
bodily helth of God, becauſe the ſicknes is ſent | vid 
to vs by him: but ſach men doe not righte- | It 
ouſly vnderſtande, neither yet conſider that | mit. 
ſicknes is a trouble to the body and that God | - 
commandeth vs to cal for his help in our trou - 
bles. Surely our ſubmiltion and praiers in | Ke 
ſuch extremitie, is the greateſt glory that wee | lu 
can giue vnto God : for ſo doing wee thinke | and 
chat his mercy aboundeth aboue his iudgemẽt 
and ſo wes are bold to pray for the withdraw | 
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| departed from him: for ſo alwaies iudgeth the 
leſh (yea the whole man) when trouble wor- 


| ſuſtained trouble many dayes, hee had prayed 
| and yet was not deliuered. And therefore iud- 
| geth be that God being offended for his ſinnes 
[ e- CE 


un © & «© Go & © 


y_ 9 


the ſarth Pſalm, 


ing of his ſcourge, which petition no doubt 
r were gs 


| wy his Prophet, ſaying- I haue ſpoke againſt 
| any nation or Citie, laying that I wildeſtroy 
it, and if it turne from ini quitie and repent , it 
ſhal tepent me alſo of the plagues, 
| ſpoken agaiaſt it. God promiſeth to ſhewe 
mercie to a whole Citie or nation ifit repent, 
| -& vilhe not doe the ſame to a particular per- 
ſon, if in his ſickneſſe he cal for grace? He hach 
ſhewed vnto vs that hee wil, by diuers exam- 
ples, and ſpecially by the leproſie of Mary the 
| fiſter of Moſes and Aaron, Which ſhee received 


that I haue 


at the Lordes hande, puniſhing ber high and 
hautie minde : and againe, vpon her ſubmiſſi- 


on, and at the prayer of Moles, ſhee ſhortly 


was reſtored to health. But to proceed, Da- 


nid moteouer prayeth: Turne againe O Lotd. 


It appeareth vnto Dauid, beeing in the entte- 
that God was altogether 


keth by any continuance of time. Dauid had 


wich 


Ter. rf. 
e 


Introuble Ded nointed King ouer th 
ub chou not ſo it 


not the freſh 


with him,workingia hisharrby hishol . 


-andgrones - : a5 alſothedebrehe badeoboze- 


ſomtimes be had felt by che familiaritie, which | 
he had with God Al cheſe motiõs, I ſay, were | 
the operations of Gods holie ſpitite 2 and yet 
Dauid could perceiue no cofort nor preſence | 


ſtored to that comfort and conſolation, which ot 


of God, in that his trouble, bur lamentably | 


complaineth;as before you hae heard Heere- * 


ofit isplaioe, chat che veric cleft ſometimes 
ate without al 
they thinke themſelues altogether deſtitute, 28 
may be ſcene in Dauid. But it ischiefly to be 


feeling of conſolation: and that 


noted, that David in this his anguiſh temem- | 


brech, that God ſochetimes had bene familiar 
Wich him: for he ſaieth, Turne again, O Lord, | 
ſignifying thereby, chat before he had felt che | 
ſweeteneſſe of Gods preſence, but now he was 
left to him ſelfe without feeling of comfort or | 
conſolation. For thus appereth Dauid rocom- | | 
Plaine: Haſt thou not bene familiar with mee 
O Loide, thy vnproſitable ſernaunt? Diddeſt | 
thou not cal me from keeping ſheepe, tobe an- 


my minde,that I feared 
legit ofchecrad Lion jeither 
yet the deuouring teeth of the _——— 

ES from 


y people Iſtael ? Diddeſt - 
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neſenb Plume! 
{6 whoſe nes I deliuered my ſheepe? Did! 
| — lint reret the zeale 
of chy holie name? that when al Iſrael were ſo 
afraid, that none durſt incoũter wich chat - 
er Goliah, yet thy ſpirit made me ſo bold and 
ſo valiant, that without harneſſe or weapons 
c(ercept my ſlingſtaffe & tones) I durſt enter- 
priſe ſingular battel againſt him: was ie not thy 
- ftrenprh that gaue me victorie, not only at that 
time, but alſo of al other my euimies, that haue 
ſought my liſe ſince? Haſt not thou made mee 
o glad by the multitude of thy mercies, & thy 
moſt gracious fauor which thou from time to 
time moſt abſidantly haſt po red vp6 me, that 
both ſoule & body hath reioyced through the 
gladnes of thy countenice? haſt thou not bin 
ſo effectually with me preſent in troubles aud 
dangers, that my very enemies haue known & 
cõfeſſed that thy power was al waies with me; 
and that thou diddeſt take my defence ppon 
| thy ſelſeſ and wilt thou now ſo leaue the habis 
tation which thou haſt choſenꝰ Shal it bee leſt 
deſolate for euer can thy mercies haue an end? = 
and ſnal thy fatherly pitie neuer appeare more 
vnto me: Shalt thou leaue me for euer thus to 
be tormẽted, vhõ thou haſt afore ſo abundits 
ly comforted? O Lorde, I am ſute thy meties 
v not ſo entreat me, and therfore turn again 
ä C2 O Leid, 


Ant expoſition pon 


O'Lorde, aud wake mee glad with thy Coun. | 
tenaunce, Whore oflong time thou haſt left 
voide of conſolation & comfort. Aduert and 

conſider, deately beloued, in what eſtate was | 
Dauid, when that he had none other comfort, 


except the only emembtãce of Gods former - 


uel ye not, nor yet difpaice ye zalbeit that you 


beneſits ſhewed vnto him, And therfore mer | cot 


ſind your ſelf in the ſame caſe that Dauid was. 


Fure I am, that your owe heart muſt confeſſe 


that ye haue recciued like benefits at the hand | | 


of God, as Dauid did. He hathcalled you from 
a more vile office'; then from the keeping of 


ſheepe, to as great a dignitie (touching the e- 


from the ſeruice of the Deuil and fin, hee hath 
annointed vs Prieſtes and Kings, by the blood 
of his onely Sonne leſus: hee hath giuen 
you courage and boldneſſe to ſight againſt , 
more cruel, more ſuttle.more dangerous, and 
againſt enemies that be more nigh vnto you, 


his aſſaultes, againſt your owne fleſhe; and 


molſtinwarde affeftions, againſt the multi- 
eude,of them that were (and yerremaine)ene- , 


mies to * yes, againſt ſome of 


=» —[— = ws was 


ee 


uerlaſting inheritance) as hee did Dauid. For 


then eicher was the Lyon, the Beare or Goli« | þ 
ah to Dauid: againſt the Deuil I meane, and 
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|. conftancie, which I haue found in you ar fu 
time as mine one heatt was fainte Sore 1 
am, that fleſhe and blood coulde neuer haut 


allo by the ſpirite of God working in you to 


hee wil not ſauctiſie the ſame: Againe, God 
dis elected, as heere by Dauid may be eſpiod: 


Hitterneſſe & griefe, ſor ſoch cauſes as are be- 


the ſixth Pſalme. 
| your natural friendes, which appe are to pr 
fefle Chriſt with you, and in that part the bats 
tel ĩs the more vehement. What boldneſſe I 
haue ſeene with you; in al ſuche conflictes, ft 
needeth not me to rehearſe. I write this, to che 
praiſe of God, I haue wondred at that b 


—— you, to haue contemned and fer it 
naught thoſe thinges that the worlde mofte. 
ſteemeth: you haue rafted and felte of Gods 
goodies and mercies in foche meature, that 
not onely ye are able to teaſon and peake;bur 


giur comfort and conſolation' to ſuch at Wert 
in trouble: and therefore moſt deare mother, 
thin ke not that God wil leaue his o m 
on fot euer. No, impoſſible it is, that the Deuil 
ſhaf occupie Gods inheritance-or yet that God 
ſhal fo leaue and forſake his holic Temple that 


fomerimes ſuſpendeth his own preſence from 


And verie often ſuffererh he his elect to taſt of 


fore 222 but to ſuffer the to bee at reſt 
C; 8 


* 


The moſt ſpiri- 4 
pual man deſircth 2s before i 1s laid, God bath naturally iograffed 


* begeicher vil nor may pers 


mit fo ſo were he a mutable God: & gaue his . . 
gloric to anothet, if he permitted himſelf to be 


ouercome of his aduerſarie : which is as like | 
impoſſible, à it is that God ſhalceaſe to bee 
God. Nou laſtly Dauid prayeth - Deliner my 
ſonule & ſaue me. In this praier no dout,David 
viel to bee deliueted from the verie corpo» | 
death at that time, & his ſoule ro be ſaued 
#6 thole prelentplagues & grieuous rormers 
that he ſuſteined. in which it might appeare to 
ſome, that he was more addict to thisprelent 
& that he loucd more the quietnes of the 


:lh then it became a ſpiritual man to dp, Bye 


9.chisloue oflife, traaqulli- 


tie and ref, & the moſtſpirirual 1 man oſt time 


h them, becauſe they are ſeales & wits 


peſſes of that league and felowſhip that is be- 
tweene God and his elect. Aud albeit that tro- 


God, yet is he nothing aſſured, that earneſtly 


ve as ke our quietnes, neither is that our de · c 


fire any declaration of carnalitie or of inordi- 
nate loue, that we haue to the world :confide- 
ring chat the finalcauſe,wherfore we deſire to | 
live, is not for inioyiogof worldly pleaſures | 
(for many times za the midſt of thoſe wegrie | 

and |. 


ble doth moſt commonly folow the friends of | Wei 


the fexth Pſalme. 
andcdſefle, that better it isrobeabſent from 
the body) but the chiefecauſe why Gods 
do deſite liſe, or to haue reſt in earth is forth 
| maintenance of Gods glory, & that other way | 
ber that God take acareouerhis elected. Bur 
| now tothegrounds & ſoundatiõs of Dani 
I praiers,& wherupon hispraters do ſtand. The 
I firſt is taten from the vehement troble which 
le ſuſtained, & from the lon 
the be The b 
of God. And the third from Gods glorĩe, and 
_ | fromtheinlolent rage of his enemies. Here is 
¶ do be obſerued & noted, that neither is trou- 
ble, neither long continuance of the ſame, uei- 
ther yet the proud & haùtie mindes of wicked 
men, the chieſe mouing cauſe, hy God heas 
reth our praiers, & declareth himſelſe merciful 
voto vs: and therfore they may not be the ſare 
and ſaund foundations ofourpraiers;Bot ons 
© | ly Gods infiniegoodaesisthe fountaine of al 
r | mercy & grace, which ſpringeth d commeth 
[ 


vato vs by Chriſt Ieſus his foone. Bur they are 
| cauſes by operation of the holy Ghoſt, helping 
| | our weaknes, tobelecue & to tralt that God, 
. | whois the father ofmercies,wilnot be angry 
| for euer at che ſore afllicted. neither yet that 
bee wil puniſhe without mercy, ſuche as cal 
ſor his helpe and comforte : as alſo that 
GOD, who hath alwayedeclared him {elſe 


3 


ers way ſtande, as here appeareth. Dauid de- 


ol. in theſe wordes, | 


enden eb Alen 8 
+. bones are vered, & my ſaule is in bor- 
rible feare: But hom long lord wilt thou 


enemic to pride, wil not ſuffer che proude and [ 
obſtinate cõtemners of his poore Saintes long | 
to blaſpheme his lenitie & gentlenes, but that 
be wil pow re ſootth his plagues vppon them, | 
troubles and the tytannie of our enemies in | 
that behalſe fundaments, wherupon aur pray- 


his dolour,a0d thecontiouance ther 


N 


bing : [water ney bedwith y tearet. | 


Let vs 8 Dauid thus ſpeaketh - 
O Lord, maieſt thou who euer haſt taken care! 
for me from my mothers wombe, nowe for-! | 


ſomerciful vnto me in al my tribulatiõs, nowe 
in the ende, take thy mercies cleane from me? 


deholde that Lam pine and conſuwed by this 


N 


' thu intreat mer I am weeried for ſob- | 


„ 


get mee, che wootkemanſhip of thine owne | 1 
hands?Maieſt thou, that haſi declared thy ſelfe' | 8 


Haſt thou no pitie, O Lorde? Doeſt thou not | 7 


tender fleſn, but alſo my verie be 
| geſt parte of my bodie) ſo yexed;that neither 

is chere benutie nor ſtrevgeh left vto mee. If 
thy auguiſhes occupied the bodie onely, yet 


| were-the 


ed > _—  ” 7 6 


to be mereiſul. O Lorde, howe long wilt th i 
| intreate me in this maner? Haſt thou forgot- 


but nowe my eyes are waren Aimme, and my 
| whole ſtreng th is dried vp. In al thels amis 


tha Geeks Pfau. 
greeuous torment? wherein is not onely my 
the lc. 


paine almoſt intollerable: but O 
Lord, ſo horriblie is wy ſoule tormented, that 


| albeiric — it ſo quakerh aud trẽ- 
dlech, as verie death ſhould deuout it, 


Aud 
thus doe I ſuſtaine moſt gricuous tormentes, 
both in bodie & ſoule, of ſo long contiuuance, 
that it appeareth vnto me, thou haſt forgotten 


ten thy 3 Or haſt tou loſt thy _. 
facherly pitie? I haue no lõger ſtrengt tocry: 


yea, and for ſobbes and grones I am fo weery, 


that my breath faileth me : the reares of mine 


eyes v herewith nightly 1 haue wette my bed, 
haue borne wirnefle of my vnfained 2 L 


table complaſdtes, David ſpeaketh voto God, 
as he would ſpeake vntò a wan that were . 
horant, what an other man ſuffered, whereof 
i may ber vnderſtood, hoi the molt pru- 


gent, and the moft fpiriruat man indgerh of 


God 


C 5 


God ia the rime of croble-aſſuredlyhe thoght 
that God taketh no care ſot him. and therſore 
doeth hee, as it were, accuſe Goc of vumind- 
fulneſſe, & that he loketh not vpon him wi! 
the eyes of his accuſtomed mercie as clearely 
by theſe worodes may be elpied, And yet ate 
Davids troubles the firſi ground & cauſe why 
he maketh his praiers & daimgzh tobe heard, 
not that troubles (as before is noted Jare ſuſ- 
ficient by them ſcluesfor Gods deliueraunce, 
but in recounting his dolour, Dauid hath a ſe- 
cret acceſſe to Gods mercie, which chalenge ih 
& dameih ol dutie to appertein to al his, who 
in the time of trouble cal ſor his ſppport, help, 


| Dfercie pre- & aide. And it is che ſame ground that lob ta- 


L al the cre- 

s of God 
Bk — for the 
fame ynfanedly. 
| deb. 


kerh, where he ſaith. is it profitable vnto thee, 
that thou violently oppteſſe me? wile thou des 
ſpiſe the worke of thine own handsithou haſt 
formed & made me altogether: and wilt thou 
vox / deuour me Remẽber I beſeech thee, that 
Ihioned me as a moulde. and tbat 
thou ſhale briagme toduſt;thow haftcourred 
me with skin & fleth, wich ſinowes & bones 
haſt thou ioyned me, with life & getdenes haſt 
thou beautified me, & thy prudence hath kept 
my ſpitit. lere may be eſpied.vp6 v hat groũd 


. two ſtood in this 5 molt grieuous paynes. 
Their 


the fexth Pſalme. 


Their trouble mooued them t ai 
to appeale to the great mercie of God, which 
as they alledge, euen ſo is it moſt ſure, he may 
deny to none that ase it; for as the troubles 
of his creatutes is none aduantage! vato God, 
ſo to denie mercie when it is bed were to 
deny himſelf, & herein, dearely beloued, l har- 
tily wiſh you to reioyce. For I can be witneſſa 
hovwe conſtantly yee haue called ſor grace in 
your anguiſhes, and your owne conſcience 
muſt teſtifie, that oſtẽtimes ye haue found re · 
leaſe and comforti in ſuche meaſure, that you 
haue bin bold to ttiumph againſt your adugr» 
faries in Chriſt Ieſus our ſauiot. Be nothing a- 
ſtaid. albeit preſenii ye feele not out accuſto - 
medconſolation + that ſhal hurt you na moe 
then the trobles of Dauid & Iob did hurt the, 
ho in the time that they ſpake theſe former. 
words, found no more conſolation then yon 
| donow in the moſt extremitie of yaur.troble, 
Neither yet did they haſtily obtain cõſort: for 
| | Davidſaith,O Lord, howe long wilt thou ſa 
cruelly puniſh me? And yet we kao moſt af 
ſuredly that they were heard, & that they obs» 
tained their own harts deſire, as no dout cuery | 
man ſhal, that in time of troble ( be it ſpiricual 
pr corporal) appeatec only co Gods mercic. 
The 
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The ſecond ground and foundation  wherop* 
on the prayers of Dauid doe ſtande, is the in- 
finite goodnefſe of God, for thus hee faiech? | 
Saue me O God, ſot thy goodneſſe. Dauid be- hi 
fore had asked mercie, and declared his com- to 
plaintes,burnow ſearching & reaſoning with 
him ſelſe ſeeretly in his conſcience, after this 
maner: Why — God ſhewe mercie vnto 
him, that ſo hainouſly had offended, and that 
juſtly was tormented by Gods hande, for his 
rranſgreffion & fin? No other grounde that is 
alwayes ſure & permanent findeth he: except 
— which he eſpieth to 
bee onely the ſtaie, which neither tempeſt of 
. windes,neirherfloodes of water are able to o- 
, nor vndermind. And, oh how pear- 
cing are the eyes of Faith, that in ſo deepe . 
dungeon of deſperation, can yet eſpie in the 

ee eee ee 
to remaine in God: yea, and ſuch goodneſſe 2s 
isfufficient and able to eee, and 
ſwalow vp il the iniquities of his elect, ſo that 
none of them are able to gainſtande or hinder 
Gods infinite goodneſſe, to ſhewe his mercie 
to his troubledchildrE-Hereby are we taught, 
beloved mother, in the extremitie of our tro- 


bies to run to Gods only goodneſſe, there to 
ſeeke 


| - coaffirme that this kinde of de 
| mennegligent 


_ | irpearceth through the ſame, and wilſhewe 


e ſales. 
| W leſus Chriſt, — 
els. I feare nothing the 


ſuch, — — 


his onely eternal veritie, that are not aſhamed 


to doe good workes, againſt 
| whom no otherwiſe wil I contend, thendoth 

| the Apolite, ſaying : their damnation is juſt, 
For my purpoie and minde is, to ediſie thoſe 
wh6 God hath called from darkneſſetolight, 
whoſe eyes it hath pleaſed his mercie ſo to o- 
pen, that euidetly they fecle the fleſh to rebel 
agaioſt the ſpirit, euen in the howre of their 


greateſt perfection: in ſuch maner, that al po- 
wer, al iuſtice, and al yertueproceedipg from 


The mofl prve 


vyorkes that man. 
| cen do, are in the' 
vs, is ſo contaminate and defiled,that the very nbi of c, | 


wor kes which wee doe, muſt be purged by an ** 


other, and that therefore can none of them be 
_ infallible groundes of our praier, neither 
— Apna why we ſhould be heard. 
| Bur the goodneſſe of God, as it is infinite, ſo 
can it not bee defiled by our iniquitie : but 


| it ſelſe to our conſolation, euen as; the 
beames of the bright Sun, pearce through the 


myſtie and thicke cloudes, n. 


+ __ 


wine. foundidod | 
ainſt which che Devil is ne- 
of this 
is ſo neceſſarĩe to the afflicted conſcience, that 
without the ſame, it is verie harde to with. 
fande the aſſaultes of the aduerſarie: for 2 


to the afflicted. A 
wer able to pteuaile. The knowledge 


he is a ſpirite woſt ſuttle and vigilant, to trou- 
ble the children of God, fo is it eaſie to him to 
dieſace arid vudertnine al the groundes aud 
c. auſes that be within man, & eſpecially when 


i * wee are in trouble: yea, he can petſuade chat 


welacke thoſe thinges, which moſt aſſutedly 
we haue by Gods free gift and grace. As fot 
example : if wee deſire to bee deliyered from 


. 

uid and lob, ddeinely can the Deuil obiect, 
What ineth their example vnto thee, 
they had many no table and fingular vertues, 
which thou lackeſt: if wee deſire remiſſion 
of ſinnes with Magdalen, with Peter, of 
With any other offenders he hath theſe dartes 


readie to ſhoote, they had Fayth, but thou 


_ haſt 


uiſhe of conſcience with Da- 
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| fob doeth in his former woordes; the ſenſe 
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Kience ofthe aMidted, fo long as it refterh 
pon any thing chat is within it ſelſe: and 


u by 


Fred ondy vppon Gods infinite goodneſſe, 


| hath preſerved 'my life, and yet neither 1 Hufe. 
nor my. woorkes c profite thee : for 
SPIE habiration ny. gr 


9 
'vs 2nd of our rethren, euer finde our ſome 


ion, to trouble the weake cou - 


ol che holie Ghoſt wee are 
and refte vp to the contemplati- 
on of of G OD, ſo that our mindes are 


clayming by the ſame to receiue mercie, 28 


and meaning whereof, is this: O Lord thou 
madeſt mee, when yet I was not, thou ga- 
knewe nor vnderſtoode what thy power was, 
thou feddeſt and nouriſhedſt mee, when I 
coulde doe nothing but weepe and mourne, 
And thy merciful! providence vnto this day, — 


And 


tit. It hal hurt nothing, albeeit the ſtormie tã - 


 Anexpoſition vpon | 
And as formy woatkes, ſuch as thefountaine | 
is,ſuch muſt the water be: my heart is cotruꝑ | 
red how then can any thing that is eleene pro- 
ceede from the ſame? And ſo what euer I haue 
receiued, that either was, is, or hercafter hal- 
be within my corrupt nature, al proceedeth fr6 | 
thine infinite goodneſſe, which begunneſt to 
ſhew thy mercie before that I knew thee: cift 1 
thou then leaue mee thus in my extremitie?I | 
graunt andconfeſſe that I haue offended: but 
is there any creature cleane and perfect in ſuch | 
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the one of vs laſt [aw the other. and be ye aſſu- 
red, buldued mother, that neither ſhal it be the 
ſcare of death, nor the rage of the Diuel, that 
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acondifcend and agree, And 'therefore;Mos 


„ egrgzregtgrr r er t 


— 


FFF = ef ” Oy A YT oO + W & > "CT OP” 


Dan Pay (ey come 
it) . LO 2 et 


led bet —— dC NG — 
245 1 a D 7 | Cn: 


night, andlaſt teſtament in this carth; in tbe 
. 


aw. Aa Md 


| by Chriſt Ieſus our Lord. To whome with the 
Father & wich agen 2 
' | honouretervally. Amen. 


ome _—_ Pats 


dgrea | IT 
him hachplaced our fleſh above priocipalities 
' & powers, of whatpreheminence ſoeuer they 
bee,in heauen or 15 earth , aſſiſt you with his 
holie fpirite in ſuch conflancie ad ſtrength, 
that Sathan and his aſſaultes bee confoynded 
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tion of the ſame: as 
\ fences ſhal frike the Realme of England, and 
ia fearing, Godknoweth;Llament & more: 
moſt merciful prouidenceis no leſſe careful 


this day oner bis wea 
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\ followed fo eruef tyrznnie, that vn · 
der the name of juſtice no ſmal number of the 
people were burned quicke: After which cru: 
eltie followed ſuch murder vniber ſallie in the 
citie and in the fieldes, chat the fathers feared 
their ſonnes; and the brethren their brethren, 
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that moſt wicked generation. The remem- 

brance of this, heloned in the Lorde, is vnto 

my hearteſuch comforte and conſolation, thaa 
peithet can my tongue nor penne expfeſſese 
the fame. Far, this aſſuredlie is my hope TE * 
and expectation, ihat like as Cbtiſl Jeſus ap- 

to his Diſciples, hen there was no- 


thiogi in their heartes but anguiſhe and deſpe- 
ration: and like as hee preferred and multi- 
plyed their numbet vnder the moſſ extreewe 
| perſecution ;,. lo ſhal bee doe to bis aſſlicted 


„Loche within ibe Rralche of Englande this 


— Firſt I ſay this is my hope that a juſt 
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you againe. Not ſo, deere brethreu, not ſo, ſot 
ſuch zm perſcetions teſted With Chriſtes owie | 
Apoſtles of along time: and yer did they not 
hinderhiscomming ap2ife vnts thew. "No | 
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„ rition, that neither coulde the witneſſing of 

-  theiwomtmecn, affirming; that chey had ſcene 
"Chriſt, neither the grauc leſt emptie & voide, 
neither che Angels, who did appeare to certi- 
Ke kiseſurrection, neithet yet the very voice 
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chat he ſhoulde riſe for them againe to theit 
comferce and conſolatiou, ad chat he ſhoul de 
thigh ily deliuer them frot al double and ads 
| berfirier; Bur uten nailed al theſe admo 
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ſor trouble before it came? Ort did chey looke 
fot! any \comforte ; when the foreſpoken 


ſuch thing did enter iuto their heartes. For 
beſune Chriſtes drath their greateſt minde 
was vppon workdly honour, for which ſome- 
times: chey debated and contended amongelt 


aiolt eatpeſtly preaching of his croſſe. And 
aſter his death they werte ſo oppteſſed wick 


anguiſhe, with care, luith dolour and deſpe- 


and praſeuce of Chriſt Ieſus himſelte, temoue 
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before re our res 2 bur who woulde haue be-, 
leeued that thoſe Jayes of our trouble had 
beene ſo.nigh? Or. that ſo ſhoe a tempeſt 
ſhoulde haue ouerthro wen ſo greate a mul: 
titude? 1chioke no mag  wichia the whole... 
Realme: for al wen appear 6 live io ſuch, 
careleſſe ſecutitie, as that the immutable ſen- = 
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Boks faxgeſterhihe laſt,the vnquechable fire 
I hich is peparedfor ſdeit portion, And cher; 

reyat in, dearcly beloyed in our ; Saviour, 
275 raf e, hope. yan againſt hope, and a. 
et. al e eee For afſuredly, 
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. { corfortable, Epiſtle. 
2s God is immurable: ſp,afuredly ſhalbe ſlirre 
w one Ichn orotber, to page vengeice 


ypoa.thoſe bſood thirftie ryrants Im) obſti- 
te idolaters, "And therefore,abige Pai 
ently the tirhs ATV is ointedeo « 


e Who fopg| 5 pals 1 1 5 9 cocoa 


God are profane and 
moſt ff 72 ig innocent in 


his ft, pee we bal 8 
$wil ermit the n mol Wiebe 


God ſomet i; | ich 
pore th f n,che molt voiuſt 

ut yet wil no dela to en his 
bis wrath, god jah el 
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A comfortable epiftle. 
for euer, Let Wincheſter and his cruel counkd 
deuiſe, and ſtudie till his wits fade, howe the 
kingdom of! his father, the Antichriſt o 

ſper ; And let bim and chem drinke 


en Gods Saintes, 18 
heit bel les burſt,yerſh 


: aten, ſhalbelike the dreame of 
* 5 Et yo eee drea- 
1285 his ſople 


and. 


450 i ifes 6 at 
lerflat Et that "the hope « 


noe With tyranny and blood,can neither be 
ermanent : but 1 gory, che 
d pd mainbef pers of the ſame, ſhalbe as 
wa; in the fame of fire: altogether with a 
they hall conſumed, in ſuch ſort , that 
eil albe an heape of ſtones, their 
pngregation ſhalb kefelare, and foch as doe 
lepegde y ? Hove beter hate deft 
mand ignominie with them. 

fore (beloued brethren in our 


Fer Teſus „Chi being chat neither can 
our 


| he 
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CC 


| of is worde, neither that 
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iueraixe with hearte and voice, ſaying 


ee dhe bodies, yet let vs oncly 
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our imperfeion,nor fraile weakenes, hindet 
Chriſte leſus, to returne to vs by the preſence 
tyranny of theſe 
Rood thirſtie wolues, may ſo devour Chriſtes 
ſmall flocke. But that a great number ſhal bee 
pteſerued to the praiſe of Gods glory : neither 
chat cheſemoſt cruel tyrants can long eſcape 
Godsy ance - ler ys in comſort, life vp out 
dcon looke for Ledde 


to out 
it other lordes then thou, 


* * 
A 


remember ther, and thy holy name, to v home 
bee praiſe far euer and euer, Amen. God the 
father of our Lorde Ieſus Chriile, hy his om- 
irite,guide and rule your heartegin 
bis rwe feare to the cade, Amen. 
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good too communicate 

AY with you in theſe fewe 

Hines wy weake conalcl , how 1 | youlde yee 
ſhould behaue «oarfciaes ? inthe middes of 
this wicked fs netation, touching the <xcrale 


of Gods mott facred 1 nah) d 555 ode, without 
Which, neither ſlal W encreale, god- 
lines appeare,nor feruencie continue among 


you. For as the worde of God is the begin · 
niog of ſpiritual life, wichout which all fleſhis 


dead in Godypreſence: And the Lanterne to 
our feete, without the brightneſſe whereof al 
the poſleritie of Adam docth walke in dark-— 
neſſe · And as it is the foundation of faith, 

„ ybich no . — "ny Mane vn 25 
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Hmm forte, or fully your ſoule to Bes preſer- 


Vichin che worde of God) gaue to ith 
likes ia theſe words : Thete wordes' which r 


Vun, and when How lyeft done,; and when 


erer 1 —— then 8 


e e N 


ty hſe of the ſow it Jafulies: auFteaip- 
; rw tO nn 
Aud thereof if that yte deſit your 
knowledge to bee increaled, your fillh to bee 
cd. your conſcieuct to be quicted and 


ved in life: let your exerciſe be frequent in the 
ue of che Lorde God ; Deſpiſe not che pre- 
cepts which Mole: whoby his o experi-' "Dee. 
euce had learned what comforte | th = 


commande thee tlus day, Sow in thine heart, 
and thou halt exerciſe thy children ia them, 
Thou ſhalt ralke of chem when thob art at 
home in thy houſe and as thou walkeltby the 


chou riſe vp; aud thou ſnalt bie thten for 
aſigne vpon thine hande and they halbe pa- 
pers of remeniÞrance berweerie' thine cles, 
and thou thale wtite them vppon the poſters - 
of thy houſe, aud vpon thy gates. Nnd Mo- 


Acomferrabls Exif 


to remember thelawe of theLorde God to do 
ic, chat is may bee well with, them and with, | 
their children in the lande which the Lorde 
their God ſhould giue them, meaning chat like 


as frequent memory & repetitiõ of Gods pre- 
cepts, is che meanes herby the feate of God 
which is the beginning 
licitie, is kept 


firſt degree ofdefection from God. 


auger, was ſoeffectual, that remembred & re- 
hearſed of 
people acorporal benedition: what ſhal wee 
ſay theglorious Goſpel of Chriſt Ieſus doeth 
worke,ſo that with teuere nce it be entreated? 
Saint Paule calleth it the ſweete odor of life ta 
thoſe that ſhal recciue life, boro wing his ſimi- 
litude of odoriferous hearbs,or precious oint- 


ments,whoſe nature is, the more that they be 


touched or moved, to ſend foorth their odour: 


mote pleaſant and delectable. Euen ſuch deare» 
brethren,is the bleſſed Euangelie of our Lorde: | 
Teſus : for the more that ic be entreated, the 


more comfortable andpuiſant is it to ſuche aa 
dos heare, teade, ot exerciſe the ſame. I am not 


r 


of al wiſdome and fe- 


recent in mind: ſo is negligence 
and obliuion of Gods benefices teceiued, the 


Now if the lawe, which by reaſon of our 
wealeneſſe can worke nothing but wrath and 


purpoſe to doe it, it brought to the | 
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fyhorant, chat as the Iſtaelites lothed the man- 
| Ui, amo chagevenio glap they ſaw ande 
(who Oil noc be hobdeai the worſl ſort) that 
| afedr once reading fumabparcelioe ef the ſcrip= 
| | tares, dorcommit them ſelues altogether to 
prophane auchours,and humane lectutes, be- 
eauſe that the varietĩe of matters thereincons 
| } cvined;doeth bring wich it dayly delectation: 
| | wherecontariwiley, within the fimple ſcrip- 
tes of God, the perpetuil tepetition of ane 
| thiog,is faſhions, & weeriſotne. This cempta- 
is trouſeſſe, mayeuter into Gods very elect 
I ſora time, but ĩmpaſſible itia, that therin they 
econtinut to the end :ſor Gods election beſides 
other oundent ſignes hath; this euer ioyned 
with it, s cle&t ate called from igno4 
rance ( thoſe that are come tp che 
yearesotimowledge) ro ſome taſt and focking: 
of Gods mercie, oſahe which they are neuer 
fofacisfiedin this life, hut from time to tim 
they hunger and they thirſt. to care he hirad 
Ifſchardeſcendeil fto m heauen, and to drinkthe 
1 water ihat ſpringeth to liſe eueilaſting: which: 
key can not doe but by the meanes of Fayth, 
| andFaythfooktth euer to the wil of God. re- 
| nealedby the worde, ſo that Fayth hath both 
| re NN er Ne 
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of God. And ſo I fay, that impoſſible it ia tha 
eee 4 


__ is;thav — attends 
and thraldotu, that they cannot haue the bread 
of liſe brobon vnto them, neither yet free li- 
bertie to enerciſe them ſelues in Gods holie 
word: butthen dot not Grdschildrto loath, | 
but moſt gladly doe they couet the ſoode of 
cheir ſoules: Then de they accuſe their former 
negligenoe then lament they the miſerable af · 
fliction of their brethten, and then cryo & ca 
they in their hearres (and openly where they | 
dare) for free paſſage of the Goſpel. This hun- 
ger and thirſt doeth prooue the le of their 
ſoules. But of ſuehe men, as ha uing liberrie to 
reade, and exerciſe them ſelues in Gods holie 
ſcriprares, & yet beꝑin to be wery;beranſefr6 
time to time they reade but one thing: Luske, 
hy are not they weary, euerie day'tor cace 
bread, to drink wine, to behold the brightaeſle = 
of the gun, de to vſe the reſt of 
which euery day do keepe their own ſubſtãce, 
courſe and nature? They ſhal anſwere (I truſ ) 
Becauſe ſuch creatures haue a ftrengrh to pre- 
ſerue the liſe. O miſerable creatures; vo dare 
attribute mote power & ſtrengtiᷣ to the cor-·-W—̈ 
— nouriſhing & 3 a 
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my knowledge, and do ſpeake 
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fore deere brethren, if that yee looke for alife 
to come, of neceſſitie it is, that yee exerciſe 


A comfortable Epiſtle. 

the mortal carkas, then to the eternal woorde 
of God in the nouriſhment of the ſoule, which 
is immorcal / To reaſon with their dawnable 
ynthankfulneſle at this preſent, is not my pu- 
poſe: But to you, my deare brethren, I wryte 
my conſcietice, 
That ſo neceſſatie, as the vie of meate & drink 


_ 1s tothe preſeruation of corporal lite, and ſo 


neceflarie as the heate and brightneſſe of the 


| Sunne is to the quickening of the hearbes, and 


to expel daikneſſe: So neceſſatie is alſo to the 
life everlaſting, aud to the illumination and 
light of the ſoule, the perpetual meditation, 
exerciſe & vic of Gods holie word. And cher 


your {clues in the booke of the Lorde your 
God. Let noday ſlip or want ſome comfort te. 
cciued from the mouth of God: open your, 
eares, and he wil ſpeake even pleaſant thinges 


to your heart: cloſe not your eyes, but dili- 


cently let them beholde, what portion of ſub= 


ſtance is left to you within your farbers Te- 


ſtament. Let your tongues learne to praiſe the 


gracioùs goodneſſe ofhim, whole meere mer- 
cie hathcilled you from darkeneſſe to light, 


and from death to liſe. Neither yet may ye do 
| 75% TIT BETTIE. 
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no brethren, zee are ordained of God to rule | 


Cr 
"ding 10 his word. Within yout houſes, Lay, 


in ſome caſes ye are Biſhops and Kinges:your 
wiſe; children, ſeruantes, and family; ate your | 


Biſhopprike andthatge : of you it ſhalbe re. 


how that ye haue ſtudied in them to plant 
tue, and ſuppreſſe vice. And therefore I ſay, ye 
muſt make them partakers, in reading, exhor- 
ting and inmaking common praiers, which I 


woulde jo euerie houſe were vſed oncea day | 


at leaſt: but aboue al chinges deare brethren, 


of God commandech, and then be yee affured, 
that yee ſhal neuer heare nor reade the ſame 
without ſruite. And thus much for the exer- 
ciſe within your houſes. Conſidering that 8. 


Chriſt, wheteof euer ie one of vs is a member, 
reaching vs therby, that no member is of ſuf 


the helpe and ſupport of an other: I chinke ie 


neceſſarie, for the conſetence of ſcriptures, aſ- 
ſemblies of brethren be kad. The order there- 
in to be obſerued, is expreſſed by S. Paule, and 
thereforeneede not I to vſemany woordes in | Bi 
P dh 


quired ho we carefully and diligently ye haue 
alwayes inſtructed them in Gods knowledge, 
ver- 
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fludie to ptactiſe inlife, that which the worde 


Paule calleth the congregation, the bodie of 


— ſuſteine and feede it ſelſe, without 


e. — r 


ediſie, or to beedified. And hereof I dout not, 
bat great profite ſnal ſhortly enſue · For firſt by 
hearing, teading, and conſerring the 


iat behalſe : only willing chat v hen ihe con- 


uent arecome together, which 1 woulde were 


once a veeke, chat your beginning ſhoulde be 


from confeſſion of your offences, and inuoca- 


| tion of theſpirite of the Lorde leſus Chriſt to 


aſſiſt you, in al your godly enterpriſes. And the 
let ſome place of ſeripture bee plainely and di- 
ſtinctiy redde, ſo much as ſhal be thought ſuf · 
ficient for one day or time: which ended, ifa⸗ 
ny brother haue exhortation, queſliõ or dout, 


let him not ſeate to ſpeake or moue the ſame, 


ſo that he doe it with modetation, eithet to 


in the aſſemblie, the whole bodie of the ſcrip- 
tures of God ſhal become familiar: . 
ments and ſpirites of men ſhalbee tried. Their 
patience and modeſtie ſhalbee knowne , and 
finally their giftes and vtterance ſhal appeare. 
Multiplication of wordes, prolixe inteipteta- 


tions, and wilfulneſſe in reaſoning. is to be a- 


voided at al times, and in al places, but chiefly 
in the congregation: where not himꝑ ought to 
he reſpected except the glotie of Gd, & com- 
fort or ediſication of brethren... If any thing 


| occurre within the text, or els ariſcin teaſa . 


8275 your iudgements can Wy 
ds 
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or 


you any iaterpretor , your dout becing noted 


municate your iudgementes, your letters may 
ſignuiſie and declare the vnceaſing 
ye haue of God, and of his true religion. And 
they I dout not, according to their talents, wil 
endeuour and beſtow their faithful labours to 
ſatisſie your godly petitions. Of my ſelfe, I wil 
ſpeake as Ithinke, I vil more gladly ſpend ten 


you in explayning, as God pleaſeth to open to 
me any place of ſcripture, then halfe an houre 


in any matter beſide, Further, I would in rea- 


ding the ſcriptures ye ſhould ioine ſome bokes 
of theolde, and ſome of the newe Teſtament 
together, as Geneſis and one of the Euange- 
lies, Exodus with an other, & ſo forth, euer 
ending ſuche bookes as yee begin, as the time 


heare that harmonic & wel tuned ſong, of the 


holie ſpirite. ſpeaking in our fachers, from the 
beginning. It ſhal conſirme you in theledan- 


| grrousandpenllousdayes, behold 


capacities : ler the ſame be no- 
ted aud put in writing before yee diſmiſſe the | 
congregation, that when God ſhal offer vnto | 


and know ne, may haue the more expedite re- 
ſolution, or els that when ye ſhal hane occaſt- 
on to write to ſuch, as with who ye wold com, 


deſire that 
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houres in communicating my iudgement with 


wilſuffer, For ic ſhal greatly comforte you, to 
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| &f Chrifieſas hinlaning pouſeagd Church 
| from Abel tu him ſelſe, and from. him ſelſe to 
| thisday,ivalages to be one. Be frequent in the 
Prophets, and in the Epullics of S. Paul: ſor the 
_ | multitude of matters moſt cotnſortubly therin 
. contained, requireth cxerciſe dc Rand n 
I tie. Like as your to beginne 
drichconibo0 & inndcaionof God his be- 
lie pirite-Þ> wonlde I that they were finiſhed 
with thankſgiuing. & comm6 praiers forpriw- 
ces, Rulers & Magiſttates, for the libertie ami 
free paſſage af Chriſ his Euangelie, for the cõ- 
fort and delinerance of our afflicted brettiren; 
| inalplaces now perſecuted , but moſt ctuelly 
Il withjocherealnats of Fraunce and Englande: 
I and for ſuch other things, as ah ſpirit of the 


Lord Ieſus ſhal teack vnta you to bee proſita- 


die, either to your ſelues or to your brethren, 


wherſocuer they be, If thus (or better) I ſhal 
heare that yer exertiſe yhur felues, deare bre- 
thren,then wil I praiſe God for ydur great o- 
bedience, as for them, that not onely haue te- 
ceiued the word of grace with gladneſſe, but 
l moſfprociour 
iſpect thac ye wil doe 

the cõtrarie at — pol wilyſe no threat- 
nings: for my = is, that ye ſhal walk, 
"pat . as 
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